
INTERNSHIP AS 
ELECTIVE COURSE

Peter Ragaert, internship coordinator Master Bioscience Engineering

DEPARTMENT FOOD TECHNOLOGY, SAFETY AND HEALTH



CONTENT

• FAQ: what, where, when and how?

• Evaluation: report and defense

• Internship: why?



WHAT?

= confront academic knowledge with practice

→AIM: practical experience outside academic context → contact with workfield !

→No thesis: pronounced socio-economic context 

→No vacation job: payment is allowed, but ‘meaningful’ content



WHERE?

= company > advisory body, government, NGO > research institute

→ Looking for a company? Check our database with available places.

https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/for-

students/curriculum/internship-bioir 

https://www.ugent.be/bw/nl/voor-

studenten/buitenland/stage 

https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/for-students/curriculum/internship-bioir
https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/for-students/curriculum/internship-bioir
https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/for-students/curriculum/internship-bioir
https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/for-students/curriculum/internship-bioir
https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/for-students/curriculum/internship-bioir
https://www.ugent.be/bw/nl/voor-studenten/buitenland/stage
https://www.ugent.be/bw/nl/voor-studenten/buitenland/stage
https://www.ugent.be/bw/nl/voor-studenten/buitenland/stage


WHERE?

= company > advisory body, government, NGO > research institute

→ Looking for a company? Check our database with available places.



WHERE?

= company > advisory body, government, NGO > research institute

→ Looking for a company? Check our database with available places.

→Or you can also select a company through own initiative. 

→ Internship topic 

→ to be discussed between the student and the company

→needs to be approved by the internship coordinator per study program (list is 

included further in this presentation)



WHEN?

= at least 20 working days for 5 credits

(x2 for extended internship: 10 credits)

→ During summer holidays (defense date determines in which year internship is included 

in the curriculum): e.g. internship in summer 2026 – defense date in December 2026 – 

so: internship to be included in curriculum of academic year 2026-2027

→ Can be in another period:

→ e.g. January-February after Erasmus

→ Some days per week over longer period

→ …

Remark: part of curriculum of 1st or 2nd Master



HOW?
̶ Check the complete overview on following link:

̶ Dutch: https://www.ugent.be/bw/nl/voor-

studenten/curriculum/stage-bio-ingenieur

̶ English: https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/for-

students/curriculum/internship-bioir 
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HOW?
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HOW?

̶ April = approval by 

̶ internship coordinator per study program (see further in the 

presentation) 

̶ academic promotor: preferably contacted by the student

̶ June = administration finished (insurance)

̶ July, Aug, Sept = internship as elective course

̶ Oct./Nov. = submit report

̶ Dec. = defense during week of catch-up activities

Starting from January – February 2026,

an online tool will be launched for the administration 

as well as for the report and the defense;

Link will be available on the website internship 



HOW?

̶ Role academic promotor

̶ Can support you with content and technical matters

̶ Can proofread your report
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HOW?
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EVALUATION

1) Internship:    supervisor of internship place

2) Report:     academic promotor

3) Defense:     both + internship coordinator per study program

→ Scientific and socio-economic content 



WHY?

= Add a practical touch to your education

→ better insight in later working field

→ better preparation (acquire insights on how a company is operating)

→ bonus for job application



“You only see how it really is, if you work there”
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Job-at (June 25th, 2022)

‘Internship often 

shortest way to a job’



̶ Kruid je opleiding met een vleugje praktijk:

̶ beter zicht op latere werkveld



WHY?

̶ Stakeholders’ survey by the faculty Bioscience Engineering 

– year 2025
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WHY?

̶ Stakeholders’ survey by the faculty Bioscience Engineering 

– year 2025: selection of testimonials
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Hands-on experience in professional 

environment

Improving social & communication 

skills

Getting to know the value chain in 

which a company is operating (e.g. 

suppliers, customers, etc.)

Getting to know different 

departments within a company

What can industry, federations, 

NGO’s, etc. offer you?



EXTRA INFO

̶ Faculty: coordinator and FSA for administration (a.o. insurance)

‒ Dutch: https://www.ugent.be/bw/nl/voor-studenten/curriculum/stage-bio-ingenieur

‒ English: https://www.ugent.be/bw/en/for-students/curriculum/internship-bioir

‒ Internship coordinator: peter.ragaert@ugent.be 

̶ Master: internship coordinator per study program
• Cell & gene biotechnology     Prof. Marjan De Mey

• Agricultural sciences       Prof. Stefaan De Smet

• Land, water, and climate      Prof. Steven Sleutel 

• Forest/nature management     Prof. Frieke Vancoillie

• Environmental technology     Prof. Filip Tack

• Food sciences & nutrition      Prof. Peter Ragaert

• Chemistry & bioprocess technology  Prof. Paul Van der Meeren
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INTERNATIONAL INTERNSHIPS

out.fbw@ugent.be

mailto:out.fbw@ugent.be


CONCLUSION

̶ Unique chance!

̶ You decide ! 
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Prof. dr. ir. Peter Ragaert
Faculty internship coordinator Master Bioscience Engineering

DEPARTMENT FOOD TECHNOLOGY,

SAFETY AND HEALTH

E peter.ragaert@ugent.be

T +32 9 264 99 30

Office Block B – groundfloor – office 38

www.foodscience.ugent.be 

Ghent University

@ugent

Ghent University
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