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Structure

➢Let’s define internationalisation of education

➢What do we know about ‘strategic’ trends in internationalisation of 
education?

➢Main shifts and agenda for the future

➢But …
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Internationalisation of education?

• Definition internationalisation de Wit et al. (2015: 283):

to deliberately integrate ‘international, intercultural or global 
dimensions into the purpose, functions and delivery of post-
secondary education, in order to enhance the quality of education 
and research for all students and staff and to make a meaningful 
contribution to society’.



What do we know about strategic trends in 
internationalisation of education?

Kehm, B. M., & Teichler, U. (2007). Research on internationalisation in higher education. Journal of 
studies in international education, 11(3-4), 260-273.



Stratregic trends?

• Looking through the classroom 
window to the world?

• No, main shift

http://k1awhdover.blogspot.com/2014/09/exploring-world-outside-our-class.html



Main shift and agenda

• See developments in Sweden
• integrate internationalisation across all aspects of HE management and 

operations, with new and developed evaluation and monitoring systems
• extending internationalisation to research, research management and 

teaching
• studying and reforming aspects related to migration rules for students and 

researchers, and the financing of tuition fees for international students. 

• Two layers
• Emphasis on research linked to the internationalisation strategy  to serve 

economic and social needs
• Expectation that all students should benefit from internationalisation, not just 

the mobile ones. 

Alexiadou, N., & Rönnberg, L. (2021). Transcending borders in higher education: Internationalisation policies in Sweden. European Educational 
Research Journal, 1474904120988383.



But

• Internationalisation will depend on explicit discussion about ‘values’ –

• See Kehme & Teichler (2007): “Seventh, internationalisation in higher 
education tends to be treated as a highly normative topic with strong 
political undercurrents. This can be observed by the unspoken rivalry 
of certain values. On the one hand, internationalisation in and of  
higher education is regarded as something positive and important.  …. 
On the other hand, internationalisation is embedded within a national 
value system, which—in the face of growing competition—implies  
that studying is better done at home.”

• And values linked to choice of international partners
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