
ONE THING LEADS TO ANOTHER
- the way I experience(d) China -

15 YEARS CHINA PLATFORM UGENT – 2022

Stefaan De Smedt



december 2007: 15 years ago



Chinese new year 2010 Doctoral defense 2011





Joint Laboratory of Advanced Biomedical Materials (NFU-UGent) 

- november 2019 -

Nanjing Forestry University (°1902)

A “Double-First Class” University

http://www.njfu.edu.cn



~300 kM, <1.5 hours from Shanghai to Nanjing



Summer visits since 2016 - lectures – meeting with the phd students -
revising manuscripts - Joint PhD students in Ghent





▪ Support for their research (critical view; defining new research avenues)

▪ Exposing their master and doc-students to English lectures

▪ Extra (financial) support for research

▪ Visibility in China

▪ Using my network (editors/journals)

▪ Sending students to EU



▪ A gate to China (scouting students, research opportunities,…)

▪ Making use of the Chinese network

▪ Allows to apply for dedicated funding in EU

▪ Like to discover new opportunities / horizons





October 2021



Allowing delivery of macromolecules into any cell with enhanced 

efficiency and unpreceded accuracy.

Smallest living painting

A Ghent University Spin-off project 



October 2021

17.03.2022



Dr. Dawai Hua – Alumnus UGent

Prof. Luc Taerwe





Ghent - spring 2019 Nanjing  - autumn 2019




