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What do we do?

■ Research on Foodborne parasitic zoonoses

– Epidemiology, diagnostics to control

– Developing countries, (EU)
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Where	do	we	work?

Cuba

Peru

Ecuador

Bolivia

Brazil

Argentina

Mali

Cameroon
Ethiopia

Zambia
Tanzania

Philippines	

Loas

Myanmar

Bangladesh	

Vietnam
Burkina	Faso

Rwanda

India

Nepal

Cambodia



Zambia-Tanzania-

■ Evaluation of an antibody detecting point-of-care test for the diagnosis of Taenia 

solium taeniasis and (neuro)cysticercosis in communities and district hospitals of 

highly endemic, resource-poor areas in sub Saharan Africa, including capacity 

building

■ September 2016-August 2020



POC test

• CDC-Atlanta

• Qualitative multiplex Lateral Flow Assay for the detection of

cysticercosis and taeniosis-antibodies (Ab) in whole blood

• Recombinant antigens



Study areas

■ Zambia:

■ Eastern Province, Katete-

Sinda District

■ Community based



Study areas

■ Zambia:

■ Eastern Province, Katete-

Sinda District

■ Community based

■ Tanzania:

■ Mbeya region

■ 3 district hospitals (Vwawa, 

Ifisi, Tukuyu)



Taenia solium control or elimination, what is the best option for Sub Saharan Africa? 

Zambia-



Vietnam

Epidemiology of Opisthorchis spp. in Central Vietnam



Vietnam

• To investigate opisthorchiasis in humans and define its 

associated risk factors 

• To identify O. viverrini sp. duck genotype and determine 

its prevalence 

• To define the position of the O. viverrini duck genotype in 

the phylogenetic tree of the Opisthorchiidae 

• To identify snail and fish intermediate hosts of 

Opisthorchis spp. in the region 
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Questions?


