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WHY DO WE PUBLISH?
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WHY DO WE PUBLISH?

4 core functions of scholarly publishing:

1. Registration

proving who was the first to make a certain scientific discovery or 

claim

2. Certification

establishing validity (often through a formal peer review process)

3. Dissemination

making the findings accessible

4. Preservation

ensuring that findings are accessible for the long term
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WHY DOES THE JOURNAL MATTER ?

̶ Reputation, visibility

̶ Quality label

̶ Expression of ambition

̶ Funding
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OUR SCOPE TODAY: A1 PUBLICATIONS

Definition of “A1 article” (according to BOF regulation):

̶ Article (or proceedings paper,…)

̶ Web of Science indices :

‒ 'Science Citation Index’ (SCIE) -> A1

‒ 'Social Science Citation Index’ (SSCI) -> A1

‒ 'Arts and Humanities Citation Index’ (AHCI) -> A1

‒ 'Emerging Sources Citation Index’ (ESCI) -> NOT A1

(Biblio: classification | (re)search tips (ugent.be))
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https://onderzoektips.ugent.be/en/tips/00001671/


JOURNAL METRICS
̶ Impact Metrics

Metrics focused on the citation impact of the journals

̶ Total Citations

̶ Journal Impact Factor (JIF)

̶ Journal Impact Factor Without Self Cites 

̶ JIF ranking (Q1, Q2,… / percentiles)

̶ Normalized Metrics

Metrics that have been adjusted mathematically to a particular context

̶ Article Influence Score (AIS)

̶ AIS ranking (Q1, Q2,… / percentiles)

̶ (Normalized) Eigenfactor

̶ …
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JOURNAL METRICS ARE UNDER DEBATE
̶ Impact factors can be manipulated (self citation)

̶ Impact factors vary with research area

̶ The quality and impact of articles within the same journal can differ 
greatly

̶ What is important, is the content of the article, not the status of the 
journal.

̶ The indicator is less important than the goal itself: high-quality 

research.

̶ Restraint should be practiced in the use of journal metrics in individual 

evaluations

https://www.ugent.be/en/research/research-strategy/evaluation/indicators.htm
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https://www.ugent.be/en/research/research-strategy/evaluation/indicators.htm


TWO TOPICS IN THIS PRESENTATION

1. FEB quality measure for publications, based on AIS

2. JIF
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1.FEB QUALITY MEASURE FOR PUBLICATIONS

̶ Established in 2017 by the Scientific Research Committee 

(CWO) and the Faculty Council

̶ Based on the average Article Influence Score (AIS) of the 

last five years for each journal within its WOS-category 

(categories).

̶ Points are assigned to WOS-journals, ranging from 1 to 20. 
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̶ Research information for staff

https://www.ugent.be/eb/en/information-for-staff/research.htm
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https://www.ugent.be/eb/en/information-for-staff/research.htm
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̶ List of A1 journals - ordered by name
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https://www.ugent.be/eb/nl/medewerkers/onderzoek/onderzoeksprestaties/listjournalspublications-sortedperjournal.pdf


̶ List of A1 journals - ordered by name - sorted by category
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https://www.ugent.be/eb/nl/medewerkers/onderzoek/onderzoeksprestaties/listjournalspublications-sortedpercategory.pdf


TWO TOPICS IN THIS PRESENTATION

1. FEB quality measure for publications, based on AIS

2. JIF
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2. JOURNAL IMPACT FACTOR (JIF)

̶ JIF is often used as a reference in international 

academia (especially JIF ranking quartiles Q1, Q2, Q3, 

Q4)

̶ JIF is often used as a reference in the evaluation of 

academic CV (funding, recruitment selection,…)
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CLARIVATE – JOURNAL CITATION REPORTS

̶ https://jcr.clarivate.com/
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https://jcr.clarivate.com/
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̶ https://jcr.clarivate.com/jcr-jp/journal-

profile?journal=ANNU%20REV%20ECON&year=2021&fromPage=%2Fjcr%2Fsearch-results
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https://jcr.clarivate.com/jcr-jp/journal-profile?journal=ANNU%20REV%20ECON&year=2021&fromPage=%2Fjcr%2Fsearch-results
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