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Ensure Quality of Your Research Paper 

Select your Target Journal

Increase your Research Visibility

CONTENT



Source: Altmetric Explorer

https://www.altmetric.com/explorer/highlights?show_details=17351598
https://www.altmetric.com/explorer/highlights?show_details=17351598
https://www.altmetric.com/explorer/login


https://www.webofscience.com/wos/woscc/full-record/WOS:000399627600011
https://www.scopus.com/record/display.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85014858395&origin=resultslist&sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=work+AND+organization+AND+mental+AND+health+AND+problems+AND+in+AND+phd+AND+students&sid=219ee7eb79b5e3b70e58eafa3f69ffdc&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=99&s=TITLE-ABS-KEY%28work+AND+organization+AND+mental+AND+health+AND+problems+AND+in+AND+phd+AND+students%29&relpos=2&citeCnt=373&searchTerm=


ENSURE QUALITY OF YOUR RESEARCH PAPER





TIPS AND TRICKS FOR FACILITATING THE PROCESS TOWARDS PUBLICATION

(1) Make a planning;

(2) make clear agreements about roles (and therefore authorship)

(3) keep control over the writing 

(4) ensure complete reporting; 

(5) make use of reference management software;

(6) finish carefully before submission 

(7) select the right journal

(8) carefully follow the journal's instructions ('Author guidelines’)

(9) react quickly after a rejection;

(10) take into account all suggestions and remarks made by the peer reviewers and/or editor;

(11) respond to every suggestion and remark ('Answers to the comments of the reviewers’)

(12) seek input from authors and other colleagues during revision.

Cook, D. A. (2016). Twelve tips for getting your manuscript published. Medical teacher, 38(1), 41-50.



TOOLS AND SOURCES

https://scirev.org/journal/plos-one/


REPORTING GUIDELINES BY DESIGN

Design Reporting guidelines

Guidelines AGREE

Systematic review (and meta-analysis)
PRISMA 2020 statement, checklist en flow diagram
PRISMA-P (PRISMA for protocols)
PRISMA-A (PRISMA for abstract)

Scoping review PRISMA for scoping reviews

RCT CONSORT statement

Study protocols SPIRIT

Health Economic Evaluations CHEERS

Cohort, case-control or cross-sectionale study STROBE statement

Case reports CARE

Animal research (pre-clinical) ARRIVE

Qualitative research SRQR / COREQ (interviews and focus groups)

More on EQUATOR Network

http://www.agreetrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/AGREE_II_Dutch.pdf
http://prisma-statement.org/PRISMAStatement/Default.aspx
http://prisma-statement.org/Extensions/Protocols.aspx
http://prisma-statement.org/Extensions/Abstracts.aspx
http://prisma-statement.org/Extensions/ScopingReviews
http://www.consort-statement.org/consort-2010
http://www.spirit-statement.org/
https://www.bmj.com/content/346/bmj.f1049
http://strobe-statement.org/index.php?id=strobe-home
http://www.care-statement.org/
http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/arrive-guidelines
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24979285
https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/coreq/
http://www.equator-network.org/


REPORTING GUIDELINES BY EXPERIMENT

Experiment Rapportagechecklist (cf. minimal reporting standards)

Microarray experiment MIAME guidelines published by the Functional Genomics Data Society (FGED)

Particle Tracking experiments MIAPTE guidelines [in development]

More on Fairsharing.org

https://www.nature.com/articles/ng1201-365
https://fairsharing.org/FAIRsharing.2fbnkr
https://fairsharing.org/


PROTOCOL REGISTRATION

Laboratory protocol

Protocol clinical trial

Protocol systematic reviews (and meta-analysis)



PROOFREADING / WRITING ASSISTANT

University Language Centre (not for free)

Academic Writing Assistant (KU Leuven and UGent) (free)

Deepl (free version)

https://www.deepl.com/translator


AUTHORSHIP GUIDELINES @ YOUR FACULTY

More @ Onderzoektips.ugent.be

https://www.ugent.be/eb/nl/onderzoek/authorshipguidelines.pdf
https://www.ugent.be/intranet/nl/op-het-werk/onderzoek-onderwijs/onderzoek/impact/publiceren/auteurschap.htm


CREDIT FOR YOUR WORK @ BIBLIO.UGENT.BE



REFERENCE MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE

Reference software functions:
̶ Import of references
̶ Management of references
̶ Export of references
̶ Cite while you write 
̶ (social features)

EndNote vs. Mendeley:
̶ EndNote desktop version is available through Athena (or locally on UGent PC for staff)
̶ Mendeley is not suitable for deduplication in the context of a systematic review
̶ EndNote desktop library is unlimited in number of records vs. max. 3000 PDFs in Mendeley Library
̶ Adding PDF to reference can be done in one step in Mendeley
̶ Extraction of meta-data from PDFs is less accurate in Mendeley  
̶ More structure possible in Mendeley



PLAGIARISM: WHAT IS IT?

Presenting other people's work (ideas, writings, 

structures, designs, images, plans, code, …) as 

your own, with or without their consent, by 

incorporating it into your work without full 

acknowledgement

A special case of plagiarism is "self-plagiarism" 

in which an author will use segments of his/her 

own published material in a new publication 

without reference.



PLAGIARISM: HOW DO PUBLISHERS/JOURNALS ASSIST IN DETECTION?

̶ Check for plagiarism by the journals

̶ E.g. iThenticate of Turnitin used by Wolters Kluwer



PLAGIARISM DETECTION TOOL AT UGENT

̶ Turnitin (SimCheck)

̶ Available at Ufora or via ugent.turnitin.com



CHECKLIST BEFORE SUBMISSION

To do before submission PLOS ONE as example

✔ Check whether your manuscript fits within the 'scope' of the journal. criteria for publication , journal scope
PLOS ONE does not consider presubmission inquiries.

(✔ Identificeer potentiële editors) See the list of Editorial Board members

✔ Lees de ‘journal policy’ Review the editorial and publishing policies

✔ Bereid uw data voor (en toelichting over hoe u uw data zult delen, indien van toepassing) Read our policy on data availability.

✔ Bevestig de auteurslijst en verzamel alle informatie (bijv. volledige namen (inclusief initialen), ORCID-
ID's, affiliaties, e-mailadres, mogelijke conflicts of interest, auteursbijdrage en volgorde van de auteurs).

✔ Lees de richtlijnen voor stijl en formaat. manuscript style and format

✔ Controleer of uw onderzoek voldoet aan de toepasselijke rapportagerichtlijnen. recommended reporting guidelines for different study types.

✔ Bereid ‘disclosure of funding sources’ en ‘competing interests statements’ formulieren voor disclosure of funding sources ; competing interests

✔ Lees de ‘license agreement’ PLOS applies the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license to works 
we publish. Read our licenses and copyright policy.

✔ Overweeg om een preprint te posten BioRxiv

✔ Navigeer naar het online submissie platform. Maak een persoonlijke login aan bij 1ste submissie online submission system

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/getting-started
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/criteria-for-publication
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/journal-information#loc-scope
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/static/editorial-board
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/editorial-and-publishing-policies
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/data-availability
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/submission-guidelines#loc-style-and-format
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/best-practices-in-research-reporting#loc-reporting-guidelines-for-specific-study-types
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/disclosure-of-funding-sources
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/competing-interests
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/licenses-and-copyright
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/preprints
https://www.editorialmanager.com/pone


CHECKLIST BEFORE SUBMISSION

To do before submission PLOS ONE as example

✔ Check whether your manuscript fits within the 'scope' of the journal. criteria for publication , journal scope
PLOS ONE does not consider presubmission inquiries.

(✔ Identify potential editors) see the list of Editorial Board members

✔ Read the ‘journal policy’ review the editorial and publishing policies

✔ Prepare your data (and explain how you will share your data, if applicable) read our policy on data availability.

✔ Confirm the author list and collect all information (e.g. full names (including initials), ORCID IDs, 
affiliations, e-mail address, possible conflicts of interest, author contribution and author order).

✔ Read and apply the guidelines for style and format. manuscript style and format

✔ Check whether your research meets the applicable reporting guidelines and adjust accordingly. recommended reporting guidelines for different study types.

✔ Prepare ‘disclosure of funding sources’ and ‘competing interests statements’ disclosure of funding sources ; competing interests

✔ Write a convincing cover letter

✔ Read the ‘license agreement’ PLOS applies the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license to works 
we publish. Read our licenses and copyright policy.

✔ Consider posting a preprint (List of academic journals by preprint policy) BioRxiv, MedRxiv

✔ Navigate to the online submission platform. Create a personal login at 1st submission online submission system

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/getting-started
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/criteria-for-publication
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/journal-information#loc-scope
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/static/editorial-board
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/editorial-and-publishing-policies
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/data-availability
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/submission-guidelines#loc-style-and-format
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/best-practices-in-research-reporting#loc-reporting-guidelines-for-specific-study-types
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/disclosure-of-funding-sources
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/competing-interests
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/licenses-and-copyright
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_academic_journals_by_preprint_policy
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/preprints
https://www.medrxiv.org/
https://www.editorialmanager.com/pone


PROCES FROM SUBMISSION TO PUBLISHED ARTICLE



https://www.medrxiv.org/


PREPRINT JOURNAL POLICY



PREPRINT JOURNAL POLICY: EXAMPLE



EXPERIENCE WITH PREPRINT SERVERS @ GHENT UNIVERSITY (HOSPITAL)

Positive points:

̶ Articles receive a DOI: are findable, citable and indexable (e.g. grant proposals)

̶ Facilitates cooperation

̶ Direct transfer from MedRxiv to Journals (e.g. BMJ, The American Journal of Human Genetics, 

European Respiratory Journal, PLOS Medicine, etc.)

̶ Submission of pre-prints goes smoothly

̶ Negative points:

̶ A lot of SPAM

̶ Difficult input (special characters)



SELECT YOUR TARGET JOURNAL



ADVICE FOR RESEARCHERS: CHOOSING A JOURNAL

https://vimeo.com/151882443


PREDATORY JOURNALS: WHAT ARE THEY?

̶ Predatory journals pretend to be a legitimate Open Access 

journal and charge Article Processing Charges (APCs) for 

publications without organizing proper editorial services 

and peer review. 

̶ Publishing in these types of journals can result in 

reputational damage.





RESEARCH PAPER MILLS: HOT TOPIC

According to a report by Nature, thousands of papers in academic 

journals have been traced to paper mills in China, Iran and Russia.

Research paper mills are for-profit, unofficial and potentially illegal organizations that create and sell 

"products" ranging from research data to "ghost written" fraudulent manuscripts.  They may also sell 

authorship to researchers once the article is accepted for publication.



ADVICE FOR RESEARCHERS: WHEN IN DOUBT 

̶ Has Web of Science included the journal?

̶ Is the journal/publisher a member of COPE (Committee on Publication Ethics)? Does it follow the 

Core practices?

̶ Is the publisher or jounal among the subscibers of the Transparency & Openness Promotion 

Initiatief (TOP)?

̶ Is the journal listed in the Directory of Open Access Journals, DOAJ? DOAJ reviews each journal 

against the Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in Scholarly Publishing.

̶ Does the publisher belong to the Open Access Scholarly Publishers’ Association (OASPA)?

̶ Is the journal popular in your discipline? 

http://webofknowledge.com/WOS
http://publicationethics.org/about
https://publicationethics.org/core-practices
https://cos.io/top/#list
http://www.doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/bestpractice
http://oaspa.org/


ADVICE FOR RESEARCHERS: CHOOSING A JOURNAL

https://www.kcgg.ugent.be/en/publishing/how-to-publish/


OPEN ACCESS

̶ Open Access = worldwide dissemination of (peer-reviewed) research output (free and unrestricted, 

subject to correct reference to the source)

̶ Open Access in Belgian law (05/09/2018):This law provides that an author has the right to make 

his/her scientific articles, resulting from research that was at least 50% financed by public funds, 

available in open access after an embargo period of 6 to 12 months.

https://doaj.org/


OPEN ACCESS

Open access publication categories:

̶ Green Open Access or Repository-based: made available by the author (e.g. in an institutional repository or 

international repositories such as PubMed Central)*

̶ Gold Open Access: access granted by the journal* 

̶ Article Processing Charge (APC) is paid by the author's organisation, the author themselves or the funding body

̶ Diamond Open Access: no charge to read and publish (community-driven initiative e.g. COAlition S)

̶ Hybrid Open Access: after paying APC, the article is freely accessible + subscription-based model (not 

recommended!)

̶ Bronze Open Access: access granted by the journal, but no open licence

* The Creative Commons License determines how the article can be further used



BROWSE IN WEB OF 
SCIENCE



Search a match based on the 
content



Analyse the 
interest of a 
journal in your 
topic



Check the Q ranking 
of a journal



Check the time for peer review 

https://scirev.org/reviews/plos-one/
https://scirev.org/journal/plos-one/


INCREASE YOUR RESEARCH VISIBILITY



METRICS

Traditional metrics Next generation metrics

Sources:

Tools:



HOW TO INCREASE YOUR RESEARCH VISIBILITY (THANKS TO UGENT SUPPORT & SERVICES ☺)



WHAT CAN YOU DO MORE TO INCREASE YOUR RESEARCH VISIBILITY?

̶ Profile optimization

̶ link profiles with ORCID e.g. Scopus ID, Publons

̶ Merge duplicate author profiles

̶ Demonstrating the wider impact of your work to society (e.g. via 

Facebook, Instagram,…)

̶ Let the research community know about your work (e.g. via Twitter, 

LinkedIn,…)

̶ Choose Open Access publishing for your (next) publications

Sarang Pande @ Unsplash
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