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University Development Cooperation:

VLIR-UOS funding opportunities

(and some others…)

Dr. Nancy Terryn

unit UDC

Research Co-ordination Office
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To encourage and assist researchers in 

their efforts to obtain financial means for their 

research plans by providing relevant and full 

information on opportunities (calls for 

proposals) and help with project writing and 

contract and financial management once the 

project is obtained

Research Coordination Office – mission



• From development cooperation to cooperation with the South
• From “donor to recipient” to “partners”
• Strong need for the prospect of academic

valorization: PhD’s are at the heart
• Balance input/output for Northern academics
• Win-win is crucial for succes
• Successful partnerships: common base even if 

different goals/dreams
• Personal relations, trust!

The changing faces of UDC:
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Sharing minds, changing lives

• Knowledge as catalyst for development : Universities are development and 
innovation players : universities have a responsibility towards the entire globe

• Internationalisation of HE can increase the quality of graduates: international, 
multi-cultural environment, world citizens 

• Unique research questions, ecosystems, challenges,…

• Higher knowledge by input of other views, methods, new ideas

• Attractive to (Flemish) students, more motivated (foreign) students

• new opportunities : the Developing Countries of yesterday are the Emerging 
Economies of today



DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AT UGENT (2015)
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20 partner countries:

•Africa: Burundi, DR Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, 

Morocco, Mozambique, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, 

South Africa

•Asia: Cambodia, Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam

•Latin-America: Bolivia, Cuba, Ecuador, Nicaragua, 

Peru, Suriname,

http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/burundi_3847/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/dr-congo_3852/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/ethiopia_3854/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/kenya_3868/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/morocco_3873/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/mozambique_3875/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/rwanda_3882/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/tanzania_3886/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/uganda_3890/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/south-africa_3895/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/cambodia_3848/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/philippines_3855/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/indonesia_3864/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/vietnam_3892/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/bolivia_3844/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/cuba_3850/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/ecuador_3853/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/nicaragua_3877/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/peru_3881/
http://www.vliruos.be/en/countries/countrydetail/suriname_3885/


TYPES OF VLIR-UOS PROJECTS
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Departmental level:

TEAM 4-5 year 300,000 euro

With the TEAM intervention type VLIR-UOS funds cooperation in 

terms of education, research and social service between 

departments of a Flemish universities and one in the South.

South Initiatives (SI) 2 year 70,000 euro

With the programme South Initiatives VLIR-UOS funds small 

scale projects with a limited budget. 

Joint (Inter)national Academic Networking (JOINT) 2-3 year

JOINT projects are about academic exchange and networking in 

broad international or national setting. 



- CROWD FUNDING
- MICROFINANCING
- CIRCULAR ECONOMY
- MORE EFFICIENT PRODUCTION AND SUPPLY CHAINS
- ENCOURAGE (SOCIAL) ENTREPRENEURSHIP
- …
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Goal 8: Decent work and economic growth



VLIR-UOS CALL OPEN
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UDC Financers/selection systems are different/difficult for academics…

The elevator pitch?

Obstacles with UDC project proposals and how to overcome them? 

http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.neptunus-coaching.nl/index.php/tag/elevator-pitch/&ei=_J_kVOb7CYqxPNfNgagB&bvm=bv.85970519,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNHFxCKfhb4e1N_WLbMNNsLIpZdOQg&ust=1424355695332813
http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.sswm.info/content/project-proposal-writing&ei=VL_tVPnbLYe7Uf3lgOAN&bvm=bv.86956481,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNHBHYfaoBiBn_GBvbQx8cTJkwj7HQ&ust=1424953353607703


Other options within VLIR-

UOS funding



Basic allocation university

+ Scholarships for students from 

a selected list of partner countries
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Deadline 5 March!!

Check FCI





Thank you

more info: 

www.vliruos.be

nancy.terryn@ugent.be



GLOBAL MINDS
GHENT UNIVERSITY 

2017-2021

Veerle Devriendt



1. To increase the capacity of Ghent University  in 

knowledge, scientific approaches and 

technologies in UDC research & education

2. To improve and expand our collaboration with 

partners in the Global South

3. To stimulate (young) researchers new to the 

field to engage in UDC 

4. To foster global citizenship and solidarity in 

society to better respond to global challenges 

(sensitization)

GLOBAL MINDS GHENT UNIVERSITY: GOALS



GLOBAL MINDS GHENT UNIVERSITY: 5 
PILLARS

1. Regional Platforms

2. International Thematic
Networks (ITN)

3. Strategic Institutional
Partnerships (SIP)

Prof. Degomme Prof. De Saeger Prof. Vlassenroot

Prof. Dewettinck Prof. Slembrouck Prof. Duchateau Prof. Goethals

CAFRIN

AT

Prof. Boeckx

Annelies Verdoolaege Barbara Claeys Jean Dhont





SIP



4. Open calls
1. Operational grants: 

- For PhD + postdoctoral researchers, up to €12.500

- New call for initiatives in 2020 will be launched in May/June

2. Capacity Building: 

- Permanent call 2019 to prepare UDC project proposal is open for submission, up to 
€7.500

- New call 2020 for diverse range of initiatives (explorative missions, seminars, network 
events …) for all Ghent University members will be launched in May, up to €15.000

3. Sensitizing Events: 

- Permanent call 2019 is open for submission, up to €3.500

- New call for initiatives in 2020 will be launched in May, up to €3.500

- www.ugent.be/sdgsessions

4. Short Research Stays:

- New call for stays of max, 90 days in 2020 will be launched in May, plane ticket      
not included

Information and list of selected projects: https://www.ugent.be/globalmindsfund.htm

5. Travel grants 

for  Ghent University master students

Global Minds Ghent University: pillars

http://www.ugent.be/sdgsessions
https://www.ugent.be/en/research/funding/devcoop/globalmindsfund.htm
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Veerle Devriendt
ICOS Ghent University

Research Department

Research Co-ordination Office

University Development Cooperation Unit

E veerle.devriendt@ugent.be

T +32 9 264 30 35

www.ugent.be


