
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS 
PHD DISSERTATION 
 

The overview below provides a guideline for the structure of the doctoral dissertation. The doctoral 

student is free to deviate from the proposed structure in consultation with the doctoral advisory 

committee and the project counselor. In addition, several general considerations are shared. 

 

 

STRUCTURE 

 

• Cover 

 

• Title page: Title of the PhD dissertation, name of the PhD student, supervisor(s), year, 

university logo, faculty logo and the statement ‘Doctoral dissertation submitted in fulfilment of 

the requirements for the degree of ‘Doctor of Health Sciences’ 

 

o For a Joint PhD:  

▪ Logo of both institutions; 

▪ ‘Doctoral dissertation submitted in fulfilment of the requirements for the degree 

of Doctor of Health Sciences (UGent) and Doctor of X (X)’; 

▪ Mention the title of the main institution first. 

 

o For an interdisciplinary PhD:  

▪ Logo of both faculties; 

▪ ‘Doctoral dissertation submitted in fulfilment of the requirements for the degree 

of ‘Doctor of Health Sciences and of X’; 

▪ Mention the title of the main faculty first. 

 

• Overview of the doctoral advisory committee and the project counselor 

 

• Overview of the examination board – chair included 

 

• Acknowledgements of financing institutions 

https://styleguide.ugent.be/files/uploads/cover_UGent_GE.zip
https://www.ugent.be/doctoralschool/en/joint_phd/
https://www.ugent.be/doctoralschool/en/joint_phd/interdisciplinary-phd
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• Table of contents 

 

• List of abbreviations 

 

• Dutch and English summary 

 

• Introduction: provide an overview of the current state of knowledge in the research field and 

the societal context / relevance. 

 

• Research questions and/or hypotheses (if desired as part of the introduction) 

 

• Aims of the PhD – framed prospectively (if desired as part of the introduction) 

 

• Description of the scientific work performed. If the work is already published, this can be 

presented as a publication with a short introduction on how the publication fits into the doctoral 

work as a whole. 

 

o Manuscript: work that is not (yet) accepted or published 

o Article: work that has been accepted for publication or has been published 

 

• General discussion and critical interpretation including the scientific relevance / societal context 

/ impact. 

 

o SWOT-analysis 

o Guidelines for further research 

o Implications for society 

 

• General conclusion(s) (if desired as part of the discussion) 

 

• Societal outreach initiative (if applicable) 

 

• Addenda (e.g. detailed protocols, technical diagrams, computer programmes, mathematical 

analyses, molecular structures and sequences, figures and tables not included in the 

manuscript) 

 

• Uniform (compiling) reference list 

 

• Short biography and publication list 

 

• Word of thanks 
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GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

• Consult the style guide of Ghent University 

 
o Universiteit Gent / Ghent University 

 

o Faculteit Geneeskunde en Gezondheidswetenschappen / Faculty of Medicine and 

Health Sciences 

 

o Vakgroep / Department  

▪ Use the following webpages to check someone’s titles and affiliations 

• UGent phone book 

• UGent biblio (click on the name of the researcher) 

• UZ Gent webpagina 

 

o Basic principles for logo’s, colors, typography, printing… 

 

• Discuss the use of ‘I, me, my, mine’ vs ‘we, us, our’ with your supervisor 

 

• Do not include CVs in your PhD dissertation to avoid GDPR-related risks 

 

https://styleguide.ugent.be/?lang=en
https://telefoonboek.ugent.be/en/
https://biblio.ugent.be/
https://www.uzgent.be/

