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4.1

4.2

4.3

Nouns

First-Declension Nouns

Stems, Types and Gender of First-Declension Nouns

The first declension is also known as the a-declension, since it consists of nouns

with a stem ending in an a-sound (this sound is considered to be part of the

endings, —2.4 n.1).

The following types of noun belong to the first declension:

- feminine nouns, with a nominative singular ending either in short -& or long -&

(which in Attic has changed to -n, except after ¢, 1 or p, = 1.57);

- masculine nouns, with a nominative singular ending in -ng/-&s.

The first declension does not have neuter nouns.

Feminine Nouns in -n, -& or -&

Overview of forms:

with long &/n with short &
- afterg,10orp - after g, 10rp
) puyn flight ) xdpd land % polod& muse 1) rdwor& thought
sg.  nom./ voc. puyn XOp& polod Sidvord
gen. puYfis Xopas povans Siavoids
dat. PuYfi XOPX pouan Sravoia
acc. puyTV XOPp&V polodv S1&vordv
pl.  nom./voc. puyai xpai policai Siavolal
gen. PuUYRV XwWp&dv poua v d1avolddv
dat. puydis Xpais povoals Siavoiaig
acc. uYds Xopas povads Siavoids

Note 1: For Ionic forms, —25.15.
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4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

Most nouns of the first declension are feminine. There are two main types:

- with a nominative singular in a long -n/-&: for example | uy" flight, f Toxn
fate, 1) vikn victory, ©) &8ehet) sister; f) ‘Erévn Helen; %) xopd land, 1 8éa sight, %
odria cause; ) "HAéxtpa Electra;

- with a nominative singular in a short &: for example ) poiicd muse, f| BéraTT&
sed, T B6E& opinion; ) Sr&vord thought; T poipd fate; 1) leryéveaid Iphigenia.

Endings in the singular (—2.6):

- Type with long n/&: long vowel throughout the singular (n, but & when ¢, 1 or p

precedes):

TUXM: nom. sg. Xopa&: nom. sg.
Puyiis: gen. sg. adTias: gen. sg.
&3eAgfi: dat. sg. xopa: dat. sg.
viknv: acc. sg. adTiav: acc. sg.

- Type with short & short vowel in the nominative, accusative and vocative
singular:
f&hoTTa: nom. sg. polod: voc. sg.
diavoidv: acc. sg.

- In the other cases in the singular, the endings have either n or (after ¢, 1 or p) long &:

BodTTNS: gen. sg. diavoias: gen. sg.
povon: dat. sg. poipa: dat. sg.

Endings in the plural (—2.6) are the same in all types:

puyat: nom. pl. BoA&TTons: dat. pl.
poGoon: nom. pl. adtions: dat. pl.

Observe that there is no distinction in spelling between the endings of the two main types if ¢, 1
or p precedes (indications of vowel length are not given in standard texts): it is, however, often
possible to determine the length of « from accentuation (e.g. in the case of nom. sg. Siavors,
—24.8~9, 24.27), and sometimes from the use of a word in certain metrical positions (for

example if the final syllable occupies a position which must scan short).
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Masculine Nouns in -ng or -&s

4.8 Overview of forms:

nouns in -ng nouns in -&s (after ¢, 1 or p)
6 BeowdTNg Mmaster & veavias young man
sg. nom. Seo oS veaviag
gen. SeomdTOU veaviou
dat. SeomodTN veavig
acc. SeomdTNY veaviav
voc. BéomoTd veavia
pl. nom. / voc. deomodTON veavian
gen. decTOTOV VEQVIGV
dat. decTTOTONS veaviaig
acc. BecTTOTAS veaviag
Note 1: For Ionic forms, —25.16.

4.9 Nouns of the first declension with a nom. sg. in - are masculine (most are proper
names or professions): for example é SeomédTns master, 6 ToAiTns citizen, 6 xpiThs
judge; & Atpeidng son of Atreus, 6 Ebpimidng Euripides, 6 Tiépons Persian; & veavids
young man, & Tapids treasurer; 6 Zawdias Xanthias.

4.10  Masculine nouns of the first declension have the same endings as feminine ones,
with two exceptions:

- the nominative singular ends in -s: contrast e.g. 6 xpitfig with 1§ TUxn;

- the ending -ov is used in the genitive singular: contrast e.g. ToU xp1Tod with Tjs
TUXTS.

Note 1: This genitive ending was presumably formed with the genitive ending -(c)o, via

a process -&(c)o > -no (—1.57, 1.83) > -ew» (—1.71) > -eo (by analogy, —1.49) > -5 (—1.58-

&0; =-ou). The second-declension ending -ou (itself < -o(c)o), used for many masculine

nouns, may also have directly influenced this formation.

4.11 There are no masculine nouns of the first declension with short &; thus the endings
in the singular are always long (e.g. nom. sg. ToAitns, acc. sg. veaviav), except
sometimes in the vocative.

4.12 The voc. sg. is formed as follows:

- with nouns in -tns and with the names of races/peoples: -& (e.g. with kpi7s, voc. xpité; with

Mépons, voc. Tépo&);
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4.13

4.14

4.15

4.16

4.17

4.18

- with other first-declension nouns in -ns/-&s, including all proper names in -&8&ng and -idns:
voc. in -n/-& (e.g. with Atpeidns, voc. sg. ATpeidn; with veavids, voc. sg. veavig, with Zav8ias,

voc. sg. ZavBi&).

Proper names in -ng may also belong to the third declension: e.g. 6 ZwkpéTns (gen. ZwkpéTous,

—4.65-9), All names in -&5ns and -i%ns are first-declension.

Further Notes and Exceptions

A few nouns of the first declension have endings resulting from contraction with ¢ or «. In -

contracts the long & resulting from the contraction is found in all forms. In e-contracts, the

endings are like those of the type quy® (—4.3-7), but with differences in accentuation

(—24.12):

- o-contracts: fj pv& mina (<*pvé&-&), gen. wvds, etc; f Abnva Athena (<Adnva(i)-&), gen.
Abnvas, etc;

- e-contracts: f| yof) weasel (<*yohé-&), gen. yahfs, etc.; 6 Eppiis Hermes (<*Eppé-&s), gen.
‘Eppod, etc.; & Boppés north wind (<Bo(p)pé-as, with & because of the preceding p), etc.
Note that in the e-contracts, various forms are different from what the rules of contraction
ought to have produced, by analogy with uncontracted first-declension endings (—1.49): e.g.

nom. pl. yaad (rather than yodfj <*yahé-on).

Occasionally, a genitive in -& is used with proper names ending in -&s (the ‘Doric’ genitive,

—25.47): e.g. gen. Edpcota (with & Edpatas Eurotas), gen. Kadria (with 6 KaArias Callias).

# xépn girl and ) 5¢pn neck have -n in the sg., even though p precedes (originally, f intervened:

e.g. kdpn <*kdppn <*képpd, —1.57 n.3).

Second-Declension Nouns

Stems, Types and Gender of Second-Declension Nouns

The second declension is also known as the o-declension, since it consists of nouns
with a stem which normally ends in o (the o is treated here as part of the endings,
—2.4n.1).

The following types of noun belong to the second declension:

- masculine (and several feminine) nouns, with a nominative singular ending in
-o0g (or -ous or -wg);
- neuter nouns, with a nominative singular ending in -ov (or -ouv).
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Masculine (and Feminine) Nouns in -og or -oug

4.19 Overview of forms:

nouns in -og nouns in -oug
6 SoUos slave & voUs mind
sg. nom. SolAog voUs (<-06-05)
gen. SolAou voU (<-6-0v)
dat. SolAe V& (<-6-9)
acc. SoUAov voUv (<-6-0v)
voc. SolAs vou (<-6-¢)
pl. nom. / voc. SotAot vol (<-6-01)
gen. SolAwy Ve (<-6-cov)
dat. Sounolg voig (<-6-015)
acc. SolAous vous (<-6-oug)
Note 1: For Ionic forms, —25.1&.

420  Most nouns of the second declension are masculine: these have a nom. sg. in -os.
E.g. 6 8oUhos slave, 6 latpds physician, & wdhepos war, 6 ToTopds river; & Aloyulos
Aeschylus.

421  With a few masculine nouns of the second declension, the vowels of the endings
have contracted (—1.58-64) with a preceding o in the stem. For example & vois
mind (<vé-o5) and 6 Ekmhous sailing away (<Ekmho-os).

422 Several nouns of the second declension are feminine. These include:

X

- § wopbévos maiden, 1 fapos mainland, § véoos disease, ) viicos island, 1 6865
road (and compounds, e.g. f sloodos entrance);

- many geographical entities, e.g. # Atyurrtos Egypt, i Képwlos Corinth, f Pédos
Rhodes;

- most trees and plants, e.g. f| &umedos vine, f| TA&Tavos plane-tree.

They are declined exactly like second-declension masculine nouns:
Tfis 680U: gen. sg. fem.
Tols viicous: dat. pl. fem.

A few others occur both as masculine and feminine nouns (these are often called
‘common gender’ nouns), again with no changes in the declension: /% 8eds
god/goddess, 6/ &vBpwtros man/woman, &/% Tpogds nurse, etc.:
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4.23

4.24

4.25

4.26

4.27

Tol dvlpdorou: gen. sg. masc.
Tfis &vBpcorou: gen. sg. fem.

There are also nouns with a nominative in -os which belong to the third declension, always
neuter: e.g. 16 yévos (gen. yévous, —4.65~7); these should not be confused with second-

declension nouns.

Neuter Nouns in -ov or -ouv
Overview of forms:

nouns in -ov nouns in -ouv

15 8épov gift 16 doTolv bone

sg. nom. / voc. ddpov doTolv (<-¢-ov)
gen. Swpou doToU (<-¢-ou)
dat. Soopw 30T (<-¢-)
acc. 3&pov doTolv (<-¢-ov)

pl nom. / voc. Sop& daT&
gen. Swpwv S0 TRV (<-¢-wv)
dat. dwpois daTOlS (<-¢-015)
acc. 3p& doT&

Note 1: For Ionic forms, —25.18.

1

There are many neuter second-declension nouns: for example 16 &oTpov star, Td
detrvov meal, T6 Sédpov gift, 16 ludTiov cloak. Note that nominative and accusative
are identical, and that in the plural these end in -&.

With a few neuter nouns of the second declension, the vowels of the endings have
contracted (—1.58-66) with a preceding ¢ in the stem. For example 16 xovodv
basket (<xavé-ov) and 16 doTolUv bone (<doTé-ov).

Note 1: The ending of the nom./acc. pl. in -& (d07&) is due to analogy with the a-sound in e.g.
Sdpa (—1.49; regular contraction of -e& would have resulted in -n, cf. e.g. yévn < yéved, —1.59).

Further Notes and Exceptions

The so-called Attic second declension consists of a few masculine and feminine nouns whose
nominative singular ends in -ws, for example & veds temple, & Aeccds people, f Ews dawn; &
Mevédewos Menelaus. Their endings throughout the declension include w. These endings are

usually the result of quantitative metathesis (—1.71):
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12.1

12.2

The Present

Thematic (-») and Athematic (-u1) Presents

Forms built on the present stem follow either a thematic or an athematic

conjugation.

- The thematic conjugation, comprising all verbs in -, is much more common.
With these verbs, a thematic vowel (¢/0) stands between the present stem and
the endings: e.g. 1 pl. act. ind. wendev-o-pev, 2 pl. mondeu-¢-Te.

- The athematic conjugation comprises all verbs ending in -p1. The endings
follow immediately on the present stem (apart from some exceptions detailed
below): e.g. 1 pl. act. ind. Seixvu-pev, 2 pl. Seikvu-Te.

Apart from the thematic vowel, there are two important points of distinction
between thematic and athematic presents:

- Endings: the endings of thematic and athematic presents differ:

in the present indicative singular: thematic (including thematic vowels) -w, -¢i,
-1, athematic -w, -5, -o1(v);

in the present third person plural: thematic (including thematic vowel) -ouci(v)
(<*-ovoi(v), —11.27), athematic -a&oi(v);

in the imperfect third person plural: thematic -v, athematic: -cav;

and in the active infinitive: thematic (including thematic vowel) -ewv (= -gv <*-¢-ev,
—11.31), athematic -vau.

Contrast e.g. 2 sg. pres. act. ind. edeveis (thematic) with Seikvug (athematic);
pres. act. inf. Toudevew (thematic) with 8eixviven (athematic).

- Variation of vowel length in the stem: athematic presents use a stem with
a long vowel in the singular of the present active indicative, the singular of the
imperfect active, and in the subjunctive, but a stem with a short vowel elsewhere.
Contrast e.g. 1 sg./pl. act. ind. Abw/Adopev (thematic) with Seixvou/deikvipey
(athematic). For details, —12,37-&.
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The Thematic Present

Overview of Forms

12.3 Active forms:
verbs in -w contract verbs
verbs in -¢w verbs in -&w verbs in -6
Taudeuw educate wordw make, do Twéw honour SnAdw make clear
prim. sg. 1  Troudedo oL (<te) TIG (<) BNAG (<6w)
ind. 2 Troadeleig Trotels (<éexs) TIpds (<éer) dnhois (<ders)
(pres.) 3 Troudelat Totel (<éer) TIpd (<ée) Snhol (<6e1)
pl. 1  mondevouey ToloUpey (<éopev)  Tiuddpev  (<dopev)  BnhoTpev  (<bouev)
2 Troudelete ToteiTe (<éete)  TpETe (<éete) SnhoUTe  (<bete)
3  mwobelouoi(v)  moroloi(v)  (<eer)  mpdo(v) (<ésor) dnhotioi(v) (<o)
sec. sg. 1 &mwaibdevov ¢molouv (<eov) ¢Tiucov (<acov) £dMAouy (<oov)
ind. 2 ¢waideuss ¢Troigig (<ess) ¢tinas (<oes) £dMAous (<oes)
(impf.) 3 Emaideue(v) ¢mois1 (<eg) éTiua (<ae) £dHhou (<o¢)
pl. 1  ‘moubevopev gmololipey (<topev)  Eriudduev  (<dopev)  Ednholuev  (<Sopev)
2 EmoudeleTe gToleiTe (<tete) ¢TipdTe  (<dete) gdnroUte  (<dete)
3 tmaibevov ¢moiouv (<eov) ETiucov (<aov) EdHAouy (<oov)
subj. sg. 1 Toudevw oL (<te) TIG (<) BNAG (<6w)
2 Toudelns Torfis (<éng) TIpds (<éns) dnhois (<éns)
3 Toudedn ot (<én) TIp (<ém) SnAot (<én)
pl. 1  wondevwpey ToIRdpEY (<fopev)  Tipddpey  (<bopev)  BSnAddpev  (<bwopev)
2 TroadednTe ToifjTe (<énte)  TpETe (<émre) SnAGTE (<énTe)
3 mwodedwoi(v) Totédoi(v) (<twor)  mpdor(v) (<dwor) dnAdoi(v) (<bwor)
opt. sg. 1 woadeloyn Toloiny (<eofy)  mpgmy  (<aoiv)  Fndoiny (<ooiny)
2 wadetors Toloing (<eoins)  mpcdms  (<aoing)  BnAcing (<ooing)
3 waidelor Toloin (<eoin)  Tipodn (<aoin) dnhoin (<ooin)
pl. 1  woadetopey Tol0THEY (<towev) TipGuev” (<bowev)  Brhoipev”  (<douev)
2 madelorts TrootTe” (ctorr))  Tip@TES  (<dorte) Sniottes  (<dorte)
3 maadeloy Toloiey (<towv)  TpQdev (<doev) dnAotev (<6otev)
imp.  sg. 2  Taideue Toiel (<ze) Tipa (<ae) 3oy (<oz)
3 moudeuétw TroteliTw (<eftw)  TpdTw  (<aétw) dnhouTw  (<oétw)
pl. 2 mondevete ToteiTe (<éete)  TpETe (<éete) SnhoUTe  (<bete)
3 Troudsudvroav TotolvTeov  (<edvtew) TipdwvTwv (<advtev)  BnhouvTwv (<odvtev)
inf. TadeUew TolEiv (<gav) TV (<dav) dnAolv (<ctv)
ppl masc. TTaudevcwv, o5V, (<éeov) TG, (<éeov) SnAGY, (<bwv)
-ovTOS -oUvTtog -&dvTos -oUvTos
fem. Troudevouoa, TrotoUoa, (<¢o00)  Tpdoa, (<ddoa) dnholica, (<bsca)
-ons -ons -ons -ons
neut. Troudetiov, Trotolv, (<éov) TGV, (<éov) dnAolv, (<éov)
-ovTOS -oUvTtog -&dvTos -oUvTos

1

Also moroip/rolois/moi0f; TipduY Tipéds/ T1péd; SnAoTul/dniots/EnAol.

2 Also moloinuev/oloinTe; TN uey/TipeNTE; SnAoinuev/dnloinTs.



130 12.4-5 The Present
12.4 Middle-passive forms:
verbs in -« contract verbs
verbs in -éw verbs in -dw verbs in -éw
Tndele educate Toiéw make, do Tiudeo honour SnAdw make clear
prim. sg. 1 Twxdebopat Twotolipen  (<dopau) Tipdpa (<dopan) Snhotpar  (<dopan)
ind. 2 wadsip/a  (<*e@w)  worifel (<én/ter) Tp& (<ém) SnAot (<)
(pres.) 3 woadsUsTon Toritan (<teTan) TIpETAN (<deTan) Snhotitan  (<deTan)
pl. 1  wodeudpsba ToloUpsda  (<edpeda) TipopsBa (<oopda)  SmhovpsBa  (<odueda)
2 Tondeleobs TwowiofBe  (<ieobe) Tip&o e (<deade) SnholicBe  (<deade)
3 Todedovtan TotolvTar  (<ovrar) TpdvTor  (<dovtar) SnAotvton  (<dovran)
sec. sg. 1 ‘Fmweadeudpmy ¢molotuny  (<edpmy) tripouny  (<adumy) ¢dnhoupny  (<odunv)
ind. 2 dmeadelou  (<*-e(o)o) ool (<¢a) TR (<43) Ednhol (<58)
(impf) 3 EwandeveTo ¢moieiTo (<éevo) dTIpdTO (<&eTo) ¢dnholUTo  (<deTo)
pl. 1 ‘#woBeudueda ¢mololpefa (<edpeda) dTipopefa  (<adueda) Ednhoupeda (<odueda)
2 EwandeveoBe ¢moiiofe  (<éeae) dTpdoBe  (<deaBe) ¢dnhoUobe (<oeabe)
3 ‘iwaidedovro ¢moioUivto  (<éovo) tTipdvTo  (<dovTo) ¢dnholvTo  (<dovto)
subj. sg. 1  Twadslwpat Towdpan  (<éwpa) Tipddpan (<deopar) SnAddper  (<dwpar)
2 moadeun (<*n(o)ar)  Trorfy (<ém) P& (<ém) Snhol (<)
3 TondednTan TorfjTan (<énTan) Tp& T (<anTan) SmAddTaon  (<énTan)
pl. 1 wobeucpsba Twowdpeba  (<edpeda)  mpopsba (<adpeda)  Snhdpsba  (<odbyeba)
2 Twoadeinobs Toifio8e (<énote) Tipd&ode (<anode) SnAddoBe  (<onode)
3 wodsUwvTan TowdvTan  (<wvrar) TpdvTenr  (KGavtar)  SmAGvTon  (<dwvan)
opt. sg. 1  modeuoiuny Toloiuny  (<eofuny) Tipgpny  (<ooiuny) Snhoiuny  {<ooiynv)
2 madedoo  (<*-oifo)o)  Troloio (<to10) Tipgdo (<&o10) Bnhoio (<do10)
3 medevoito ToloiTo (<éorro) TIPGTO (<&or70) nAoiTo (<éorTo)
pl. 1  modeuoiueda ToloipeBa  (<eolueba)  TippueBa  (<oofueBa)  SnhoipeBa  (<ooiueda)
2 Treadevoiobe ToloiofBs  (<éoraBe) TpHode (<&o108e) dnAoicBe  (<doiofe)
3 modevowTo Toloivto  {(<éowto) TIPGHYTO (<&owTo) dnAoivto  (<dowro)
imp. sg. 2 weadebou  (<*e(o)o)  morol (<) TIpid (<43) Snou (<83)
3 Todeuéobn TwoioBe  (<etobw) Tipdobe  (<atobw) SnholoBew  (<ofobuw)
pl. 2 woadeleobe TwowiofBe  (<ieobe) Tip&o e (<deade) SnholicBe  (<deade)
3 wondeudoBwov TowsicBeov  (<efoboov) Tipdobwy  (<atobuv) SnAovoBuwy (<ofoBwv)
inf. TaideveoBon ToleioBar  (<éeaban) Tip&oBon  (<deabon) dnAoloBon  (<deobon)
ppl.  masc. Tandeudpevos Totolpsvos (<edpevos)  Tipcdpevos  (<adpevos)  FnhoUpevos (<oduevos)
fem. Tandeuopévn Totoupévny  (<eopdvn) Tipwpévy  (<oopévn) Snhoupévn  (<oopévn)
neut. Tandeudpevov TotoUpsvoy (<edpevor)  mipcopevov  (<adpevov)  FnhoUpevov (<oduevov)

1

12.5

For the ending of the 2 sg. pres. ind. (-n/-e1), —12.7 1.1 below.

Non-Contract and Contract Presents

Two types of thematic conjugation can be distinguished, depending on the ending
of the present stem:

- Present stems ending in 1, v, a diphthong or a consonant, e.g. xpiw anoint, Aw
loosen, release, ToudeUew educate, My say, speak. The thematic vowel and end-
ings follow on the stem.

- Present stems ending in other vowels (typically ¢, «, o), e.g. o1é-w make, do,
Tip&-w honour, nA6é-w make clear. The thematic vowel and endings contract with
the final vowel of the stem: Tro1&, T1u&, 8nA&. These are called contract(ed) verbs.
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12.6

12.7

12.8

12.9

12.10

12.11

12.12

12.13

12.14

12.15

Endings

The endings of thematic present-stem forms are listed in 11.20-33. The forms are
built as follows.

Present indicative: formed with primary endings: e.g. 1 sg. act. TodeU-w, 2 sg.
Toudeu-gis; 1 8g. mp. wondev-o-pan.

Note the contraction in the 2 sg. mp., e.g. Toudeun/-a1 (<*-¢-(o)an), and com-
pensatory lengthening in the 3 pl. act., e.g. Tdebouoi(v) (= -6ow <*-0-(V)ow).

Note 1: The older (and, given the rules of contraction (— 1.58-66), expected) form of the 2 sg.
mp. is Toadedn <*mondey-e-(o)ou. But from the fourth century onwards, the pronunciation of
and 1 approximated each other and both were in use. Modern editors differ in what they print.
However, both in modern editions and in ancient sources, it is nearly always povA« you want,
oigr you think and ée1 you need (for the last form, also —12.17).

Imperfect: formed with the augment, and with secondary endings: e.g. 1 sg. act.
i-taideu-o-v, 2 sg. t-raxideu-¢-5; 1 sg. mp. é-readeu-S-unv. Note the contraction in
the 2 sg. mp., e.g. éwadevou (= -6<*-¢-(c)o).

Imperative: the 2 sg. act. has no ending after the thematic vowel: e.g. raideu-s.
Note the 2 sg. mp., e.g. Teadebou (= -6<*-¢-(0)o).

Subjunctive: formed with the long thematic vowel of the subjunctive and primary
endings, e.g. 1 pl. act. t1ded-wo-pev, 1 sg. mp. woadey-w-pal.

Optative: formed with the optative suffix -1-/-1m- and (mostly) secondary endings,
e.g. 2 sg. act. roudev-oi-s, 3 pl. mp. woudev-or-vro. Note the 2 sg. mp., e.g. Taudevolo

(<*-or-()o).

Active infinitive: formed with -ev, which contracts with the preceding thematic
vowel, e.g. act. wondeU-gw (<*-g-¢v).
Middle-passive infinitive: formed with -o8a, e.g. T18eU-¢-oa.

Active participle: formed with -vt-; for the declension, —5.17-18. E.g. gen. sg.
masc. Troudey-o-vT-0s, nom. sg. fem. Tadev-ovoa (<*-oviya).

Middle-passive participle: formed with -pev-; for the declension, —5.3-4. E.g.
nom. sg. masc. Tondeu-4-pev-os, nom. sg. fem. ondeu-o-pév-n.

The verb ofopat think is regularly thematic, but has some forms without the thematic vowel,

particularly 1 sg. pres. ind. oipai and 1 sg. impf. dduny.

Contract Presents

Simple Contraction Rules

The relevant contraction rules for each type of contract verb may be summarized
as follows (for a more elaborate treatment of contraction, —1.58-63):



132 12.15-17 The Present

- with present stems ending in &
€ + &/ > &1 (spurious, = )
€ + 0/d > ou (spurious, = d)
¢ + any other long vowel or diphthong: ¢ merges with (disappears into) the long

vowel/diphthong

- with present stems ending in «:

o + [e]-sound (¢/e/m) > &

o + (genuine) e1or n > &

o + [0]-sound (o/6/w) > w

o+ o> w
- with present stems ending in o:

o + ¢/€ or o/ > ou (spurious, = 8)

o+ n/w>w

o + (genuine) ¢,  or o1 > o1
Note 1: Ionic forms of verbs in -éw often do not contract; verbs in -é&ew are conjugated in
various forms as verbs in -éw. For full details, —25.33-5.

12.16  The following points should be noted especially:

- Since no 1 or v was involved in the formation of spurious diphthongs 1 and ou
(—1.23) in such forms as inf. act. Toudevew (<-g-ev), 2 sg. imp. mp. Tedelou
(<-¢e-00), fem. ppl. act. Tondevousa (<*-o-vtya), corresponding forms of the
contract verbs also do not have diphthongs with 1/v (also —1.60, 1.62 n.2): thus
e.g. inf. Tp&v (<-a-e-gv), Snholv (spurious ou; <-o-g-ev); imp. Tpd (<-o-¢-00);
ppl. oolica (spurious ou; <*-¢-o-vtya), Tipdoa (<*-&-o-vtya). But 2/3 sg. pres.
ind. act. ronBevers and oudever have genuine diphthongs, and corresponding
contract verb forms also have a genuine diphthong (e.g. Tip&s, &nAoi).

- The active optative singular of contract verbs usually has different endings
from those of the non-contract verbs, formed with optative suffix -in-. But next
to Toloinv/Toloins/moloin we occasionally find toiwoip, Totols, Twolol; next to
TipONY/Tipdns/Tiedn occasionally Tipdu/Tpds/Tipd; next to dnioinv/Endoins/
&nhoin occasionally dnhoiu/SnAois/dniot.

- The active optative plural of contract verbs usually has the same endings as those of
the non-contract verbs. But occasionally we find forms with -mm- in the first
and second person. Thus next to Toioipev/mowite we find woloinuev/moloinTe;
next to Tipuev/TudTe, we find Tiugnuev/TipdnTe; and next to SnAoipev/Snioite
we find SnAoinuev/SnhoinTe.

Further Particulars

12.17  Most verbs with a monosyllabic stem in ¢ (originally in ef, —12.25 below) only contract if the

result is ez So, with wAéw sail (<*mAépw), pres. ind. TAw, TAET, TAET, TALopEY, TAETTE, TTAfOUOL

(v); impf. EmAcov, Emrhets, etc.; subj. wALe, TALDS, etc.; opt. wAfoyu, TAfols (forms with -1m- do not



