


 

4.1

4.2

4.3

Nouns

First-Declension Nouns
 

Stems, Types and Genderof First-Declension Nouns

Thefirst declension is also known as the a-declension, since it consists of nouns

with a stem ending in an a-sound (this sound is considered to be part of the

endings, 2.4 n.1).

The following types of noun belongto thefirst declension:

- feminine nouns, with a nominative singular ending either in short -& or long -&

(which in Attic has changed to -n, exceptafter ¢, 1 or p, > 1.57);

- masculine nouns, with a nominative singular ending in -ns/-&s.

Thefirst declension does not have neuter nouns.

Feminine Nounsin -n, -« or -&

Overview of forms:

 

 

 

 

with long &/n with short &

- aftere,.0rp =- after ¢,1 orp

houytflight iyepaland ft poto% muse —# Bidwortk thought

sg. nom./ voc. guy Xora potoe& Sidvoie

gen. guytis Xopas povons Siavoias

dat. guyfi Xopa pouon diavoia

acc. guyny Xopav potody didvoidv

pl. nom./ voc. guyat Xapai poticai didvoiat

gen. guyav xopav poudayv diavoidy

dat. guyais Xopais povoais Siavoiais

acc. puyas Xopas pouods Siavoias
 

 

Note 1: For Ionic forms, >25.15.
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4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

Most nounsofthe first declension are feminine. There are two main types:

- with a nominative singular in a long -n/-&: for example f guyflight, 4 Toxn

fate, * vixn victory, f &SeAgt) sister; h ‘EAévn Helen; 4 yope land, f 82% sight, 4

aitia cause; fh HAgKtp& Electra;

- with a nominative singularin a short &: for example f potiode muse, fh OdAaTTE

sea, t 86§& opinion; f| Sidvoie thought; t poipe fate; t ‘lpryéver& Iphigenia.

Endings in the singular (—2.6):

- Type with long n/a: long vowel throughoutthesingular (n, but & when ¢, 1 or p

precedes):

TUXT: Nom.sg. Xopa: nom.sg.

puyiis: gen. sg. aiti&s: gen. sg.

&SeA7j: dat. sg. xapa: dat. sg.

vikny: acc. sg. aiti&y: acc. sg.

- Type with short &: short vowel in the nominative, accusative and vocative

singular:

8cAoTTS: nom.sg. HoUod: voc. sg.

Sicvoi&v: acc. sg.

- In the othercases in the singular, the endings have either n or(after ¢, 1 or p) long &:

Barattns: gen. sg. diavoias: gen. sg.

youon: dat. sg. voipa: dat. sg.

Endings in the plural (—2.6) are the samein all types:

guyat: nom.pl. PardtToxvs: dat. pl.

yotoa: nom.pl. aitions: dat. pl.

Observethatthereis no distinction in spelling between the endingsofthe two maintypesif, 1

or p precedes(indications ofvowel length are notgiven in standardtexts): it is, however, often

possible to determine the length of « from accentuation(e.g. in the case of nom.sg. Sidvork,

—24.8-9, 24.27), and sometimes from the use of a word in certain metrical positions (for

exampleif the final syllable occupies a position which must scan short).
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Masculine Nounsin -ng or -&s5

4.8 Overview of forms:

nounsin -7s5 nouns in -&s (after ¢, 1 or p)

6 ScoTrdTs master 6 veavias young man

sg. nom. SeoTrdTNS veavias

gen. deoTroTOU veaviou

dat. SeoTrdTH veavia

acc. SeoTrOTHV veaviav

voc. SéoTToTe veaviéx

pl. nom./ voc. SeoTréTar veavicn

gen. dSeoTrOTAv VEQVIOOV

dat. SeoTroTas veaviais

acc. SeoroTGs veavias

Note 1: For Ionic forms, 25.16.

4.9 Nounsofthefirst declension with a nom.sg. in -; are masculine (most are proper

namesorprofessions): for example 6 Seomrétn5 master, 6 TroAitns citizen, 6 KprTIs

judge; 5 AtpeiSns son ofAtreus, 6 Etpimiins Euripides, 6 Mépons Persian; 6 veavias

young man, 6 tapias treasurer; 6 =aveias Xanthias.

4.10 Masculine nounsofthe first declension have the same endings as feminine ones,

with two exceptions:

- the nominative singular endsin -s: contrast e.g. 6 kert}s with 4 TUN;

- the ending-ov is used in the genitive singular: contrast e.g. tod xpitot with tis

TUYT|S:

Note 1: This genitive ending was presumably formed with the genitive ending -(c)o, via

a process -&(a)o > -no (1.57, 1.83) > -ew (1.71) > -e0 (by analogy, — 1.49) > -6 (3 1.58-

60; =-ou). The second-declension ending -ou (itself < -o(o)o), used for many masculine

nouns, mayalso have directly influenced this formation.

4.11 There are no masculine nounsofthe first declension with short &; thus the endings

in the singular are always long (e.g. nom. sg. troAitys, acc. sg. veavicy), except

sometimesin the vocative.

4.12 The voc.sg. is formedas follows:

- with nounsin -1ns andwith the namesofraces/peoples:-& (e.g. with pitts, voc. kpité; with

Tlépons, voc. Mépo&);
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4.13

4.14

4.15

4.16

4.17

4.18

— with otherfirst-declension nounsin -ns/-&s, includingall proper namesin -&ng and-i&ns:

voc. in -n/-& (e.g. with Atpetdns, voc. sg. AtpeiSn; with veavids, voc. sg. veavi&, with =avétas,

Voc, sg. =avGi&).

Proper namesin -ns mayalso belongto the third declension:e.g. 6 ZwKxpétns (gen. Zwxp&Tous,

—4,65~-9), All names in -&5ns and -i8ns are first-declension.

Further Notes and Exceptions

A few nounsofthefirst declension have endingsresulting from contraction with ¢ or «. In a-

contracts the long & resulting from the contraction is foundin all forms. In e-contracts, the

endings are like those of the type guy} (—4.3~-7), but with differences in accentuation

(24.12):

— a-contracts: } wv& mina (<*yvd-&), gen. pvs, etc; | A@nv& Athena (<A@nva(i)-&), gen.

A€nvas, etc;

— e-contracts: 4 yaar weasel (<*yadé-&), gen. yadiis, etc.; 6 Eputis Hermes (<*Epué-&s), gen.

‘Eppod,etc.; 6 Bopp&s north wind (<Bo(p)pé-&s, with & because of the preceding p), etc.

Note that in the e-contracts, various formsare different from what the rules of contraction

ought to have produced, by analogy with uncontracted first-declension endings (—1.49): e.g.

nom.pl. yoAot (rather than yaAf <*yaAé-an).

Occasionally, a genitive in -& is used with proper names endingin -és(the ‘Doric’ genitive,

—25.47): e.g. gen. Edpoté& (with 6 EUpatas Eurotas), gen. KaAM& (with 6 KaAAt&s Callias).

4 kdpn girl and * 5épn neck have-n in the sg., even though p precedes(originally, ¢ intervened:

e.g. Kdpn <*kdppn <*Kdppa, 31.57 1.3).

Second-Declension Nouns
 

Stems, Types and Genderof Second-Declension Nouns

The seconddeclensionis also knownas the o-declension,since it consists ofnouns

with a stem which normally endsin o (the 0 is treated here as part of the endings,

32.4.1).

The following types of noun belong to the second declension:

- masculine (and several feminine) nouns, with a nominative singular ending in

-os (or -ous or -ws);

- neuter nouns, with a nominative singular ending in -ov(or -ouv).
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Masculine (and Feminine) Nounsin -os or -ous

4.19 Overview of forms:

nounsin -os nounsin -ous

6 B0iAos slave 6 volts mind

sg. nom. SotiAos vous (<-6-05)

gen. SoviAou vous (<-6-ou)

dat. SovAw v& (<-6-@)

acc. SotAov vou (<-6-ov)

voc. SotiAE vou (<-6-2)}

pl. nom./ voc. So0A01 voi (<-6-o1)

gen. SoviAcv vary (<-6-cov)

dat. SovAois vois (<-6-o15)

acc. SoUAous vous (<-6-o0us)

Note 1: For Ionic forms, >23.18.

4.20 Most nounsof the second declension are masculine: these have a nom.sg.in -os.

E.g. 6 S0tA0sslave, 6 iatpds physician, 6 1déAEpos war, 6 ToTapdsriver; 6 AiayuAos

Aeschylus.

4.21 With a few masculine nounsof the second declension, the vowels of the endings

have contracted (—1.58-64) with a preceding o in the stem. For example 6 vois

mind (<vé-o0s) and 6 éxttAoussailing away (<ékrAo-os).

4,22 Several nounsof the second declension are feminine. These include:

egg
— t waptévos maiden, fh treipos mainland, 4 vdcos disease, fh vijoos island, } 6865

road (and compounds,e.g. # clooSos entrance);

- many geographicalentities, e.g. } Atyutrtos Egypt, t Képiv@0s Corinth, * ‘Pd8os

Rhodes;

- mosttrees andplants, e.g. f| &utreAosvine, tf wWAdTavos plane-tree.

They are declined exactly like second-declension masculine nouns:

Tfjs 6800: gen. sg. fem.

Tois vioois: dat. pl. fem.

A few others occur both as masculine and feminine nouns(these are often called

“common gender’ nouns), again with no changes in the declension: 6/ 8e45

god/goddess, 6/4 &v@pwtros man/woman,6/*| tpopés nurse, etc.:
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4.23

4.24

4.25

4.26

4.27

Tot av@patrou: gen. sg. masc.

This av8perrou:gen. sg. fem.

There are also nouns with a nominative in -os which belongto the third declension, always

neuter: e.g. 15 yévos (gen. yévous, —4.65~7); these should not be confused with second-

declension nouns.

Neuter Nounsin -ov or -ouv

Overview of forms:

nounsin -ov nounsin -ouv
 

16 SApovgift 16 d0T0tv bone
 

 

sg. nom./ voc. dapov doTtotv (<-é-ov)

gen. Sa@pou daTot (<-é-ou)

dat. SHOP ote (<-£-o)

acc. daHpov doTtotv (<-é-ov)

pl. nom./ voc. SAPS ote

gen. Sapov daTev (<-é-wv)

dat. Swpois dotois (<-é-o15)

acc. SHpeE daT&

 

 

Note 1: For Ionic forms, >23.18.
 

1There are many neuter second-declension nouns: for example 16 &otpov star, Td

Seitrvov meal, 16 SHpovgift, 1 iuétiov cloak. Note that nominative and accusative

are identical, and that in the plural these end in -&.

With a few neuter nounsof the second declension, the vowels of the endings have

contracted (—1.58-66) with a preceding ¢ in the stem. For example 16 kavotv

basket (<xavé-ov) and 16 datoty bone (<doté-ov).

 

Note 1: The ending of the nom./acc.pl. in -& (601&) is due to analogy with the a-soundin e.g.

Sapa (— 1.49; regular contraction of -e& would haveresultedin -n,cf. e.g. yévn < yéved, > 1.59).
 

Further Notes and Exceptions

The so-called Attic second declension consists of a few masculine and feminine nouns whose

nominative singular ends in -ws, for example 6 vews temple, 6 Aews people, f Ews dawn; 6

Mevédews Menelaus. Their endings throughout the declension include w. These endings are

usually the result of quantitative metathesis (— 1.71):
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12.1

12.2

The Present

Thematic (-w) and Athematic (-y1) Presents
 

Forms built on the present stem follow either a thematic or an athematic

conjugation.

- The thematic conjugation, comprisingall verbs in -w, is much more common.

With these verbs, a thematic vowel (¢/o) stands between the present stem and

the endings: e.g. 1 pl. act. ind. 1eiSev-o-pev, 2 pl. toiSev-e-Te.

- The athematic conjugation comprises all verbs ending in -y1. The endings

follow immediately on the present stem (apart from some exceptions detailed

below): e.g. 1 pl. act. ind. Seixvu-pev, 2 pl. Seixvu-te.

Apart from the thematic vowel, there are two important points of distinction

between thematic and athematic presents:

- Endings: the endings of thematic and athematic presents differ:

in the presentindicative singular: thematic (including thematic vowels)-«,-es,

-e1, athematic -\n,-s, -oi(v);

in the presentthird person plural: thematic (including thematic vowel) -ouci(v)

(<*-ovoi(v), 411.27), athematic -aoi(v);

in the imperfect third person plural: thematic -v, athematic: -cav;

and in the activeinfinitive: thematic (including thematic vowel) -«.v (= -év <*-e-ev,

—11.31), athematic -vai.

Contraste.g. 2 sg. pres. act. ind. troiSeveis (thematic) with S5eikvus (athematic);

pres. act. inf. troiSevew (thematic) with Serxviven (athematic).

- Variation of vowel length in the stem: athematic presents use a stem with

a long vowelin the singular of the present active indicative, the singular of the

imperfect active, and in the subjunctive, but a stem with a short vowel elsewhere.

Contrast e.g. 1 sg./pl. act. ind. Adw/AGopuev (thematic) with Seikvoui/Seixvipev

(athematic). For details, >12,37~8.
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The Thematic Present
 

Overview of Forms

 

 

 

12.3 Active forms:

verbs in -w contract verbs

verbs in -éa verbs in -de verbs in -d0

traiseveo educate wortw make, do tisdeo honour SnAdoo makeclear

prim. sg. 1 trodedo Troi (<ée) TID (<deo) BHAd (<éc0)

ind. 2  mondeveis Trotsis (<éers) TIES (<éers) SnAois (<éers)

(pres.) 3 trondever Trout (<éer) TIS (<de1) SnAoki (<6e1)

pl 1  Trodevouev TroroGyev (<éopev)  Trpdpev  (<dopev) «=SAOGpEv —_(<do1ev)

2 =roudevete Trouite (<éete) —-TIW&TE (<éete) Sndotre —(<dere)

3 maidetouoi(v)  torotei(v) (<6) =tpddan(v) (<édon) SnAotior(y) (<ddor)

sec. sg. 1 étrai&euov étroiouv (<eov) étipeov (<aov) éSyAouv (<oov)

ind. 2 =étraideues étroigis (<ees) étipas (<oes) g5nAous (<oes)

(impf.) 3 étraiSeue(v) étroiei (<ee) Tipe (<ae) g8tjAou (<oe)

pl. 1 émraiBevopev éTroloUpEev (<douev)  étyspev (<dopev) =BSqAotev (<oopev)

2  érranBevete étroisits (<éete) étipate  —-(<dete) gSnAotite (<dete)

3. étraiSeuov étroiouv (<eov) éTipcov (<aov) 2StjAouv (<oov)

subj. sg. 1  Traideda Troi (<ée) TID (<deo) BHAd (<éc0)

2 =Troidedns Trotfis (<éns) TIES (<ans) SnAois (<6ns)

3 Trededn roth) (<én) TIPS (<an) SnAoi (<én)

pl 1  trondevopev Troidpev (<éopev) Tipdpev (<deopev) =SNAddev —_(<captev)

2 =Troudedte Trotfjre (<énte) —-TIp&TE (<énre) SnAdTE (<énte)

3 traideUwor(v) trotdoi(v) (<éoo1) —tysdsoi(v) (<éeoor) SnAdor(v) (<éeo1)

opt. sg. 1  troaSevoun Troioinv (<eoiny) tipany =(<aoinv) ~~BNAoinv (<ooiny)

2 =meaiSetors Troioins (<eoins)  tipeans =(<aoins) 8NAoins (<ooins)

3. wader Troioin (<eoin) Tipo) (<aoin) SnAoin (<ooin)

pl 1 reSetopev Troloiyev (<éowev) Tipdpev® (<dowev) SrAoipev® —(<doruev)

2  woaiSevorte Troioite” (<éorte)  Tys@te” —(<dorte) SnAotte’ —(<dorre)

3 warSevo1ev Troloiev (<éorev) —Tip@ev (<dorev) SnAoiev (<do1ev)

imp. sg. 2 rtraiSeve Trofe (<ee) Tipe (<ae) ShAou (<oe)

3. roideudTwo Trovit (<eéto) =Tipo «=—(<atéToo) SnAouTa —(<oéTe)

pl 2  tondevete Trouite (<éete) —-TIW&TE (<éete) Sndotre —(<dere)

3 TraideudvTev TrotolvTav =(<eovTav) TipdvTav (<advtev) SndotvTav (<odvtwr)

inf. traiSeve Troisiv (<éev) TIpav (<éév) SnAotv (<o8v)

ppl. masc. Tradevv, Troidy, (<éoov) TAY, (<deov) Snrdyv, (<édeov)

-OVTOS -oUVvTos -@VTOS -oUVTOS

fem. Traldsuouca, Tro1otica, (<éd00) tiydsca, (<édaa) Sndotioa, (<ddca)

“ons “ons “ons “ons

neut. Tralsstov, Trorotv, (<éov) TIpdv, (<dov) SnAovy, (<édov)

-OVTOS -oUVvTos -@VTOS -oUVTOS

 

1
Also trotoipi/troiois/troiok; TpTyads/TIpa; SNACIEL/SnAocis/SnAok.

2 Also Trotoinuev/troiointe; Tipenpev/tip@ntes SnAoinuev/SnAoinrte.
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12.4 Middle-passive forms:

verbs in -c contract verbs

verbsin -éa verbs in -éc verbsin -da

trondSeveo educate trois make, do Tisdeo honour SnAdw make clear

prim. sg. 1 wmoSedopat Troiotpar =(<éoyen) THdSpon (<dopon) SnAoGpar —(<dopen)

ind. 2 wondetn/er (<*-e(o)01)—tronfi/ei (<en/éer) Te (<én) SnAoi (<én)

(pres.) 3 wondeveTonr Troritan (<éeron) TIp&TON (<éeten) SnAottar —(<deTan)

pl. 1  wonSeudpeba Trorotpeba (<edpeba) TiyopsBa =(<adpe8a) «=SAOUPEBa (<odpeba)

2 =modeveoGs troiobe  —(<éeote) Taos (<aeo8e) SnAoticbe —(<dec8e)

3 moandevovtat Trowotvtat (<éovran) tTydvTo1 —-_(<ceovta) SnAotvtar (<dovtan)

sec. sg. 1  éroideudpny éTroiotuny —(<edunv) étTipopny —_—-(<asdynv) 2SyAouyny (<odunv)

ind. 2  émoiSedou =(<*-e(o)0)-— Erovo (<éo) ét1pad (<é6) 25nAot (<60)

(impf.) 3. ératSeveto étroieito (<éeto) étipato (<éeto) &SnAotito —{<deto)

pl 1 éwaiSeudpeba éTroioWpeba (<eduedar) ETIP@pEHa —(<crdpebax) 2SrnAoupeba (<odpeba)

2 =érandeveode étroreioBe ~—(<deoe) étipdobe —(<deoBe) 2SnAotiobe (<dec6e)

3. émaidevovto étroiotvto ={<éovto) ét1Ip@vTo —(<éovTo) 2SnAotvto {<dovto}

subj. sg. 1  maidSetopat Trordspan =(<éeapsa) TIWOpaa (<deoyen) SmAcdpor —(<dcoueut)

2  wendedn (<*-n(c)a) roti} (<én) Te (<én) SnAoi (<én)

3 mondedqton tronfjTen (<énton) TIpaTAL (<anran) SnASTar —-(<dnron)

pl. 1 wenBeucdpeta Trompeba (<edpeba) =TcpsOar «=(<awpeba) =ENpeHa (<oepiebar)

2 =mandednobs tronfjote (<énote) Tko8e (<ano8e) SnAdobe  —(<dnobe)

3 wondedeovTa Trordavtar =(<éevtan) tTydvtar =(<awovte) «=SnAdSvTOL =(<deovTan)

opt. sg. 1  taidevoiuny Troioiuny —(<eoiynv) Tip@pny _—(<eoiuny) SnAoiyny —_(<ooinny)

2 atobsetoio  (<*-oi(e)0)  Troloto (<éo1o) TIL@o (<ao10) SnAcio (<éo10)

3. Traidevoito Troioito (<éorto) TI@TO (<éort0) SnAoito (<dorto)

pl 1 —readevoipeta TroioipeBa —(<eoiueber) =Tipper —(<coipeBe) §=—StNAOIpEBa —_(<ooieba:)

2 =Traidevorae Troioiofe ==(<éoieBe) TIp@ode (<éo108e) SnAocicbe  —_(<do108e)

3. Treidevowvto Troioivto ~—-{<éoivo) TIU@VTO {<éowto) SnAoivto —{<do1vt0)

imp. sg. 2 madetou (<*-e(c)o) trot (<es) Td (<é6) SnAov (<6a)

3 madevésboo Troricbes —(<eéoco) tydobe  —(<ato@w) SnAovcba (<oés@w)

pl. 2 wonSeveobs troiobe  —(<éeote) Taos (<aeo8e) SnAoticbe —(<dec8e)

3 wodeudobov Troicbav (<séo8wv) Tydabav —(<aéo@cov) SnAotabav (<oéo@ov)

inf. TraideveoBor TroitiaBar —-(<eaBen) Tipaofor ——-(<éeoBox) SnAovcbar (<deoGa)

ppl. —masc. TrOSEvopEevos Troiotpevos (<edpevos) Tydpevos (<adpevos) —SNAOUpEVOS (<odpevos)

fem. tranSevopevy Troioupévn —(<eouévn) Tiywpevyn —_(<aopévn) SnAoupevyn (<oopévn)

neut. troiSeudpevov Troiotpevoy (<edpevov) =TW@pevov (<adpevov) —SNAOUpEVOY (<odpevov)
 

1

12.5

For the endingofthe 2 sg. pres. ind. (-n/-e1), 712.7 0.1 below.

Non-Contract and Contract Presents

Two types of thematic conjugation can be distinguished, depending on the ending

of the present stem:

- Present stems endingin 1, v, a diphthongor a consonant,e.g. ypico anoint, AVE

loosen, release, taidevw educate, héyw say, speak. The thematic vowel and end-

ings follow on the stem.

- Present stems ending in other vowels (typically ¢, a, 0), e.g. to1é-« make, do,

Tipé-w honour, &nAd-w make clear. The thematic vowel and endings contract with

the final vowelofthe stem: tro1a, Tua, SNA. These are called contract(ed) verbs.
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12.6

12.7

12.8

12.9

12.10

12.11

12.12

12.13

12.14

12.15

Endings

The endings of thematic present-stem formsare listed in 11.20-33. The forms are

built as follows.

Present indicative: formed with primary endings: e.g. 1 sg. act. traiSeU-c, 2 sg.

troideu-eis; 1 sg. mp. Todev-o-pau.

Note the contraction in the 2 sg. mp., e.g. twaiSeUn/-e1 (<*-e-(c)on), and com-

pensatory lengthening in the 3pl. act., e.g. toiSevouar(v) (= -do1 <*-o-(v)oww).

 

Note 1: The older (and,given the rules of contraction (— 1.58-66), expected) form ofthe 2 sg.

mp.is Totdevn <*trodeU-e-(o)ot. But from the fourth century onwards, the pronunciation of y

and «1 approximated each other and both werein use. Modern editors differ in what they print.

However, both in modern editions and in ancient sources, it is nearly always BouAe: you want,

ois: you think and 8ée1 you need(for the last form, also 12.17).
 

Imperfect: formed with the augment, and with secondary endings:e.g. 1 sg. act.

é-waiSeu-o-v, 2 sg. é-Traideu-e-s; 1 sg. mp. é-Troideu-d-pnv. Note the contraction in

the 2 sg. mp., e.g. éraiSevou (= -6<*-e-(c)o).

Imperative: the 2 sg. act. has no ending after the thematic vowel: e.g. waiSeu-e.

Note the 2 sg. mp., e.g. jo1Sevou (= -d<*-e-(o)o).

Subjunctive: formed with the long thematic vowel of the subjunctive and primary

endings, e.g. 1 pl. act. to1Sev-w-pev, 1 sg. mp. to1ded--pou.

Optative: formed with the optative suffix -1-/-1n- and (mostly) secondary endings,

e.g. 2 sg. act. toudeU-o1-s, 3 pl. mp. troaiSev-o1-vto. Note the 2 sg. mp., e.g. tra1Sevoio

(<*-o1-(a)o).

Active infinitive: formed with -ev, which contracts with the preceding thematic

vowel, e.g. act. owSev-eiv (<*-e-ev).

Middle-passive infinitive: formed with -o@a,e.g. 1o1dev-e-oFan.

Active participle: formed with -vt-; for the declension, -5.17-18. E.g. gen.sg.

masc. To1dev-o-vt-os, nom. sg. fem. to1deU-ouca (<*-ovtya).

Middle-passive participle: formed with -yev-; for the declension, +5.3-4. E.g.

nom.sg. masc. 1reiSeu-6-pev-os, nom.sg. fem. taiSeu-o-pév-n.

The verb ofopen think is regularly thematic, but has some forms without the thematic vowel,

particularly 1 sg. pres. ind. oixe: and 1 sg. impf. Suny.

Contract Presents

Simple Contraction Rules

Therelevant contraction rules for each type of contract verb may be summarized

as follows (for a more elaborate treatment of contraction, > 1.58~63):



 

 

 

132 12.15-17 The Present

- with present stems endingin ¢:

e + e/é > «1 (spurious, = é)

e + 0/6 > ou (spurious, = 3)

¢ + any other long vowel or diphthong: ¢ merges with (disappears into) the long

vowel/diphthong

- with present stems endingin a:

a + [e]-sound (¢/é/n) > a

a + (genuine) e1 or n > &

a + [o]-sound (0/3/a) >

atoa>a

- with present stems endingin o:

o + £/€ or 0/6 > ou (spurious, = 3)

ot+nlw>w

o + (genuine) é1, n or o1 > 01

Note 1: Ionic forms of verbs in -é often do not contract; verbs in -ée are conjugated in

various formsas verbsin -éo. Forfull details, —+25.33-5.

12.16 The following points should be noted especially:

- Since no: or u was involved in the formation of spurious diphthongs «1 and ou

(— 1.23) in such formsas inf. act. toiSevew (<-e-ev), 2 sg. imp. mp. TraiSevou

(<-e-co), fem. ppl. act. toideuouca (<*-o-vtya), corresponding forms of the

contract verbsalso do not have diphthongs with 1/u (also 1.60, 1.62 n.2): thus

e.g. inf. tip&v (<-a-e-ev), SnAodv (spurious ou; <-o-e-ev); imp. TU (<-a-e-c0);

ppl. roctcc (spurious ou; <*-é-o-vtya), Toa (<*-é-0-vtya). But 2/3 sg. pres.

ind. act. tweiSevers and troiSever have genuine diphthongs, and corresponding

contract verb formsalso have a genuine diphthong(e.g. tip&s, SnAoi).

- The active optative singular of contract verbs usually has different endings

from those of the non-contract verbs, formed with optative suffix -n-. But next

to troioiny/trovoins/troioin we occasionally find troioipn, trotois, troioi; next to

Tipany/tipans/ton occasionally Tdpi/Tds/TIsS; next to SnAoinv/SnAoins/

SnAoin occasionally SnAoiyi/SnAois/SnAot.

- Theactive optative plural ofcontract verbs usually has the same endings as those of

the non-contract verbs. But occasionally we find forms with -m- in the first

and second person. Thus next to troioipev/trowoite we find troioinuev/troiointe;

next to Tip@pev/tTipSte, we find tipenuev/tipante; and next to SnAcipev/SnAoite

wefind SnAoinuev/SnAointe.

Further Particulars

12.17. Most verbs with a monosyllabic stem in ¢ (originally in ef, 12.25 below) only contractifthe

result is e: So, with wAéw sail (<*1Aépoo), pres. ind. 1Aga, WAcis, TAEl, WAgopev, TAkiTe, TAZOUOL

(v); impf. érAeov, EtAets, etc.; subj. 1Ago, WAENs,etc.; opt. wAgoysn, TAgois (forms with -1n- do not


