iBOF 2027 - Declaration of Intent

Format: The declaration of intent must be written in English, in Font Calibri 11. The titles below provide a list of aspects that should be discussed in the declaration of intent. This is followed by a brief description of the expected content in italics. Please retain the titles and numbering in the declaration of intent but remove the description. You can add extra subtitles if necessary.

Procedure: 

With iBOF funding excellent, pioneering research (frontier or blue‐sky research) is supported that will be carried out in a consortium of at least 3 promoters from at least 2 Flemish universities. An iBOF project brings together top researchers who, through such an interuniversity project, will (further) promote Flanders at an international level by deepening or broadening scientific knowledge and building capacity in a sustainable partnership. The involvement of promising scientifically junior researchers, at least as co-promoter, is highly recommended. The applying consortium must submit a concerted research proposal with a duration of 4 years, in which each promoter provides essential expertise for the realization of the proposal. At the same time, the promoters must be complementary to each other and/or mutually reinforcing, and they need each other to be able to carry out the project in synergy. They may have worked together in the past, but this is not a requirement. Proposals from all domains are possible; both mono‐ and interdisciplinary project proposals can be submitted. When awarding the iBOF projects, the distribution of projects across domains is taken into consideration.

Phase 1: Interuniversity preselection of the declarations of intent (deadline 23 October 2025)

Information/documents to be submitted:
- the composition of the consortium;
- a description of the expertise and complementary and/or mutually reinforcing contributions (or potential for convergence) of the promoters and any co‐promoters in the project;
- the details of competitively acquired excellence funding by one promoter;
- a description of the great potential of any involved promising scientifically junior researchers (at least as co-promoter).
- the English and Dutch title of the intended project;
- at least 3 key words;
- a clear budget breakdown per promoter;
- a brief project description of max. 4 pages, and an explanation of the relevance of the project which also shows how the proposal meets the concept of the iBOF call (max. 1 page);
- an English and Dutch non‐confidential summary of the project (max. 10 lines each);
- a brief bio‐sketch (see template) of each promoter and co‐promoter with an indication of the five most important achievements of each of them in the last 10 years and a link to the complete publication list as included in the university repository.

Declarations of intent are binding with regard to the composition of the consortium (after the intention phase, promoters or co‐promoters can no longer be added on the initiative of the applicants) and the budget breakdown per promoter, unless the iBOF selection committee has imposed a budget reduction in the intention phase.

The selection criteria for the declarations of intent are:
- the formal eligibility criteria (by the Research Coordination Offices);
- the quality of the applying consortium (by the Research Councils);
o the international excellence of the applicants;
o the potential of promising scientifically junior promoters;
- the "fit" of the proposal with the concept of the iBOF call (by the Research Councils).



1. Project title
a. Dutch:
b. English:

2. Keywords
Provide at least three (and maximum five) keywords for the project.

3. (Broader) research domain of the application 
Provide at least three (and maximum five) research domains (discipline codes) using the FRDS-list (Flemish Research Discipline Standard - level 3, see https://researchportal.be/sites/default/files/inline-documents/20240820-pdf_VODS_2023_EN.pdf.
4. Non-confidential summary
Provide a short non-confidential summary of the project (max. 10 lines).
a. Dutch:
b. English:

5. Composition of the consortium
 
5.1. Provide the names and affiliations of all promoters and co-promoters formally involved in the iBOF project application (min. 3 promoters from min. 2 universities. Co-promotors are part of the team of a promoter). It is obligatory to use the table below. Unless otherwise advised by the research co-ordination offices, this list is final after the declaration of intent.

	
	Last Name, First Name
	E-mail
	University
	Department and/or department code
	ORCID

	Promoter-spokesperson
	
	
	
	
	

	(Co-promotor)
	
	
	
	
	

	Promoter
	
	
	
	
	

	(Co-promoter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Promoter
	
	
	
	
	

	(Co-promoter)
	
	
	
	
	

	Please add more rows if needed
	
	
	
	
	



5.2. Describe the expertise and complementary and/or mutually reinforcing contribution (or potential for convergence) of the consortium members in the project (max. 1 page).

5.3. Additionally, provide the following details for one of the promoters who has competitively acquired high-quality grants (such as ERC, Methusalem or Odysseus) and/or competitively acquired external funding of a high level and comparable magnitude for fundamental and/or strategic basic research (such as FWO-SBO and/or FWO-EOS) and/or played a leading role in European and/or comparable international collaborative projects.



· Project title: 
· iBOF applicant involved:
· Name and role iBOF applicant(s) in project (e.g. PI, co-PI):
· Project funder (e.g. FWO-EOS, EU-ERC):
· Project reference ID (from external funder or internal research database):
· Duration of project (e.g. 2012-2017): 

[bookmark: _Hlk134198215](add more projects if desired so)

5.4. Promising scientifically junior researcher(s) (if relevant). The involvement of promising scientifically junior researchers is highly recommended. If a promising researcher is part of the applicant team, it can be highlighted here why this researcher has ‘a great potential’.

5.5. Please provide a bio-sketch (see template) of each promoter and co-promoter with an indication of the five most important achievements of each of them in the last 10 years and a link to the complete publication list as included in the university repository (max. 2 pages per person).

6. Scientific description of the project (max. 4 pages – incl. figures, charts and tables, excl. references)
Describe the research questions, state of the art and methodology. 

7. Relevance of the project (max. 1 page)
Justify why the proposal meets the concept of this call (i.e. excellent, pioneering research (frontier or blue‐sky research), promoting Flanders at an international level by deepening or broadening scientific knowledge and building capacity in a sustainable partnership).

8. Budget
The total amount to be requested per promoter varies between 450,000 and 900,000 euros.As an exception, the maximum amount that can be applied for by a promoter of UHasselt is 510,000 euros, the minimum amount is 450,000 euros. For applications involving at least 3 institutions, the total amount that can be requested is a maximum of 3,375,000 euros per consortium. For applications involving only 2 institutions, the total amount that can be requested is a maximum of EUR 2,375,000 per consortium.  

The share of a single partner institution in an iBOF project application is limited to 65% of the total requested project budget, with an exception for applications involving UHasselt (given UHasselt's maximum financial contribution of 510,000 euros, the percentage of the other partner institution(s) may exceed 65%).
The requested budget should be realistic and in accordance with the intended work packages. Eligible costs are personnel, operational resources and equipment. No overhead is required.

Please fill in the mandatory table below (co-promoters make part of a promoters’ team and share in the budget of that promoter) and briefly explain how the budget will be used (max. 1 page). Unless otherwise advised by the research co-ordination offices, this budget allocation is final after the declaration of intent.


(add or delete lines when necessary)




	University
	Promotor
	Personnel cost
	Operational resources
	Equipment
	Total
	% of global total

	KU Leuven
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	 

	 
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	 

	 Total
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	0%

	UAntwerpen
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	 

	 
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	 

	 Total
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	0%

	UGent
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	 

	 
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	 

	 Total
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	0%

	UHasselt
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	 

	 
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	 

	 Total
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	0%

	VUB
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	 

	 
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	 

	 Total
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	€ 0
	0%

	GLOBAL TOTAL
	 
	 
	 
	 
	€ 0
	€ 0




9. Clarification on retirement arrangement (only to be filled in when applicable)
ZAP members who retire between 1 January 2027 and 31 December 2030 can act as promoter of an iBOF project if there is a co-promoter who meets the formal conditions to be a promoter and has the appropriate substantive expertise (to be demonstrated in the project application) to take over the role of promoter and the remaining budget at the time of the retirement. From that moment on, the emeritus can assume the role of co-promoter (without budget) if the conditions for this are met at the institution of the emeritus.
In case the coordinator-spokesperson retires, the role of spokesperson is automatically transferred to a co-promoter who takes over the role of promoter at the time of retirement.  A co-promoter who replaces a retiring promoter must meet the formal requirements to be a 'promoter' at the time of application.

Indicate here briefly if there is a retirement during the project and how the replacement will be arranged.
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