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WHO ARE WE?
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LANGUAGE SUPPORT AT GHENT UNIVERSITY

Education
Department-

language policy 
team
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Workshops about academic language proficiency (general and on-demand, 
Dutch and English)

Advice on academic language proficiency (academic writing and
speaking) on www.ugent.be/academic-writing.

Individual feedback:

At ©ENTER, www.ugent.be/center (English)

At Taalonthaal, www.ugent.be/taalonthaal (Dutch)



GOAL OF THIS WORKSHOP

̶ Practical tips & tricks

̶ Based on frequently asked questions

̶ No in-depth information > other workshops

̶ Guidelines differ depending on your programme!
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“If only I had 
known!”



1. LANGUAGE AND SPELLING
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WRITING AIDS
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WRITING ASSISTANT
Checks more than spelling

DICTIONARIES
Free via Athena or online

Are there any typos or grammar errors in my text?
Have I used the passive voice too often?

Did I use enough signposting words?

https://awa.schrijfhulp.be/login.php
Ugent login: Ugent - awa_222310
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ACADEMIC WRITING ASSISTANT

The Academic writing assistant checks your text on structure, 
style and spelling.



WRITING AIDS
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WRITING ASSISTANT
Checks more than spelling

DICTIONARIES
Free via Athena or online

How do you spell… ?
Does that word exist?

What is the correct expression?

www.athena.ugent.be
Apps > Van Dale



ONLINE DICTIONARIES

- Longman: https://www.ldoceonline.com/

- Oxford: https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/

- Cambridge: https://dictionary.cambridge.org/

- Collins: https://www.collinsdictionary.com/

- Merriam-Webster: https://www.merriam-webster.com/

- Van Dale: http://vandale.ugent.be/ (UGent only)
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https://www.ldoceonline.com/
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://vandale.ugent.be/


2. STYLE
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Academic
writing

style

formal

analytical

objectiveexact

concise

14



WRITING AIDS
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WRITING ASSISTANT
Passive, vague, personal, informal, old-

fashioned… language

THESAURUS
Find synonyms

WEBSITE ACADEMIC PHRASES
Database with academic phrases

https://awa.schrijfhulp.be/login.php
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english-thesaurus
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/


FREQUENTLY ASKED

̶ I: not in bachelor’s or master’s dissertation (unless explicitly requested)

̶ We: possible, check with your supervisor

̶ Impersonal: Passive voice (or be creative!)

The verdict was delivered in the defendant's favour.

The judge delivered the verdict in the defendant’s favour.

In the first experiment, both products were used.

The first experiment combined both products.
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I, we or impersonal?



3. LAYOUT
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DISSERTATION TEMPLATE

• For Windows only

• Download

• In Dutch
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https://apps.flw.ugent.be/handleidingen/scriptiesjabloon

https://www2.fgw.vu.nl/taalmateriaal/acad-uitdr/
https://apps.flw.ugent.be/handleidingen/scriptiesjabloon


4. PLAGIARISM
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HOW TO AVOID PLAGIARISM?

Not your own idea? Always cite the source!

• Which reference style? APA, Chicago/Turabian, MLA, Vancouver, IEEE,…

• Quoting: reference + quotation marks

• Paraphrasing: reference

Paraphrase sufficiently!

• Translation: also needs a reference!
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TIPS

• Note down your sources immediately, not afterwards.

• Lib.ugent.be: copy reference details

• Automatic reference list in Word

• Use reference manager software: Endnote (free via Athena!), Mendeley, 

Readcube, Zotero
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5. NEED HELP?
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©ENTER – INDIVIDUAL FEEDBACK
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www.ugent.be/center

• academic text in English

• max. 4 pages, 30 minutes, on the spot

• Paper in Dutch?  Taalonthaal

https://www.ugent.be/student/en/study-facilities/academic-writing/center.htm


©ENTER – CONTACT

BLANDIJNBERG - Room 100.053 (or online) 
e center@ugent.be
t 09 264 38 22
w www.ugent.be/center

Check the agenda for available slots!
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mailto:center@ugent.be
https://www.ugent.be/student/en/study-facilities/academic-writing/center.htm


STUDENT PSYCHOLOGISTS
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Training courses (Dutch) 

̶ Fear of failure training

̶ Procrastination training

̶ Sleeping problems

̶ Fear of failure or procrastinating in bachelor’s or master’s dissertation

̶ Studying more efficiently

https://www.ugent.be/student/nl/studeren/studiebegeleiding/studentenpsychologen/trainingen.htm


©ENTER – STUDY MATERIALS
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Learning path Academic writing (Ufora)

https://ufora.ugent.be/d2l/le/discovery/view/course/582710


WRITING WEEK
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Online (and on campus) writing week
– 19 - 22 April 2022
– 4 - 8 July 2022

Guidance
- Language coach
- Student psychologist

Registration
– Website Academic writing



GOOD LUCK!
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Ghent University
@taalbeleidUGent

Ghent University

Mit Leuridan, Liesbet Triest, Fieke Van der Gucht en 
Pauline Van Daele
Medewerkers Talenbeleid Academisch Nederlands en Engels

DIRECTIE ONDERWIJSAANGELEGENHEDEN: 
TALENBELEID ACADEMISCH NEDERLANDS EN ENGELS

e taalbeleid@ugent.be 
t +32 9 264 98 21

www.ugent.be/taaladvies


